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Washington University's long and tradition-rich history will be chronicled in a 700-page book written by Ralph E. Morrow, Ph.D., professor emeritus of history in Arts 
and Sciences. The book will be published in October. The archival photograph above, taken during the University's 1907 Commencement, shows faculty members, left, 
leading the academic procession through Brookings Quadrangle. In the University's early years, Commencement was held in Francis Gymnasium, and the faculty, 
graduates, friends and family would proceed from Brookings Quadrangle across campus to the gymnasium. The faculty members pictured are on a walkway that today 
stretches in front of Beaumont Pavilion, the site of modern Commencement ceremonies. To read more about Morrow's history of the University, see the story on page 9. 
University to confer more than 2,300 degrees 
Scores of graduating students will 
turn their tassels and let out a 
collective cheer as they mark a 
milestone during Washington 
University's 135th Commencement on 
Friday, May 17. 
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton, Ph.D., 
in his first Washington University Com- 
mencement, will award about 2,383 
degrees during the ceremony, which 
begins at 8:30 a.m. in Brookings Quad- 
rangle. Of the degree candidates, 1,159 
are undergraduate students and 1,224 are 
graduate students. 
Among the graduate students are 
several students who will receive doc- 
toral-level degrees. There are 110 candi- 
dates for the doctor of philosophy degree 
in the Graduate School of Arts and Sci- 
ences; 34 for the doctor of science degree 
in engineering; 184 for the doctor of law 
degree; and 120 for the doctor of medi- 
cine degree. 
In the event of rain, an abbreviated 
ceremony will be held, and souvenir plastic 
ponchos will be provided on site. In the 
case of violent weather, the Commence- 
ment ceremony will be moved to the 
Athletic Complex. The ceremony then will 
be divided into two ceremonies: the first 
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beginning at 8:20 a.m. 
for the awarding of 
undergraduate degrees, 
and the second begin- 
ning at 10:30 a.m. 
for the awarding of 
graduate and professional degrees. 
A decision on moving to the violent- 
weather schedule will be made by 7 a.m. 
the day of Commencement. This notice 
and other up-to-the-minute information 
on Commencement Week activities will 
be provided on the Commencement 
Hotline at (314) 935-4355. 
Regardless of the weather, guests may 
choose to watch the ceremony via closed- 
circuit television in Brown Hall Audito- 
rium or, Edison Theatre. 
Jane Alexander, chairman of the Na- 
tional Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and 
an award-winning actress, will deliver the 
Commencement address. Alexander also 
is one of four honorary degree recipients. 
The other three honorary degree recipi- 
ents are: Charles E Knight, chairman, 
president and chief executive officer of the 
St. Louis-based Emerson Electric Co. and 
a major contributor to the development of 
the John M. Olin School of Business and 
the School of Medicine; James E. 
Ten remarkable students 
are profiled in the "Gallery 
of Graduates" on pages 4-8. 
Darnell Jr., M.D., a 
molecular biologist 
and University alum- 
nus whose group in 
the 1960s provided 
the first evidence for 
RNA processing, now known to be an 
essential step for retrieval of information 
from DNA; and Chia-Wei Woo, Ph.D., a 
prominent theoretical physicist and Uni- 
versity alumnus who is the founder and 
president of the Hong Kong University of 
Science and Technology. 
Commencement begins with the tradi- 
tional academic procession into Brookings 
Quadrangle. Burton M. Wheeler, Ph.D., 
professor of English and of religious 
studies in Arts and Sciences and chair of 
the Commencement Committee, will serve 
as grand marshal and will lead the graduat- 
ing students into the quadrangle. 
Alumni of the Class of 1946 — who 
will celebrate their 50th reunion — have 
been invited to march in the procession. 
The program will begin with music by 
the Mighty Mississippi Concert Band of 
St. Louis, directed by Dan R. Presgrave, 
director of instrumental ensembles and 
lecturer in music in Arts and Sciences. 
Jeanenne Lambert, a graduate student in 
music, will sing "America the Beautiful." 
Following the music, Chancellor 
Wrighton and William H. Danforth, chair- 
man of the Board of Trustees, will wel- 
come the graduates. 
Chancellor Wrighton then will intro- 
duce Alexander for the Commencement 
address. 
Alexander, an actress, producer and 
author, has championed the arts with 
grace, courage and eloquence for more 
than 35 years. She has taken her message 
about the importance of the arts to a broad 
audience as NEA chairman. 
President Clinton nominated Alexander 
in the summer of 1993 to become the 
NEA's sixth chairman. Since her unani- 
mous confirmation by the U.S. Senate and 
subsequent swearing-in ceremony on 
Oct. 8, 1993, she has served as a tireless 
advocate for the arts in a time of shrinking 
budgets and shifting national priorities. 
The success she has achieved so far in 
her current public service role can be 
added to her long list of accomplishments 
as a film and stage actor, producer and 
author. Alexander has received six Tony 
Award nominations, four Academy Award 
nominations and five Emmy Award nomi- 
Continued on backpage 
Olympic torch to pass through Hilltop Campus en route to Atlanta 
Washington University's legacy with 
the Olympic Games will be spot- 
lighted May 28 when the 1996 Olympic 
Torch Relay passes through the Hilltop 
Campus and historic Francis Field, which 
was the site of the 1904 Games, the first 
in the Western Hemisphere. 
In conjunction with The Coca-Cola 
Co., presenter of the Torch Relay, Wash- 
ington University will host a celebration 
that afternoon at Francis Field. 
The Washington University affair gets 
under way at 4 p.m. with area high 
school marching bands and drill teams 
entertaining spectators. In addition, a 
9-by-12-foot portable video screen will 
show highlights of the Olympic Torch 
Relay since the flame was sparked to life 
March 30 in Ancient Olympia, Greece. 
Before the torch enters Francis Field at 
5:07 p.m. amid a ground-display fireworks 
show, spectators can visit a portable stage 
that will display Torch Relay merchandise 
and other memorabilia. Francis Field's 
concession stand also will be open. 
"Most St. Louisans will not have the 
opportunity to visit Atlanta this summer 
for the Olympic Games," said Phil 
Godfrey, associate director of athletics 
and a celebration organizer. "By coming 
out and taking part in the Torch Relay and 
celebration, one can capture a small part 
of the Olympic spirit that is going to 
engulf our country this summer. 
"We're inviting all Washington U. 
students, faculty and staff on campus that 
day to be a part of this historic event. It 
will be a great moment for the Washing- 
ton U. community." 
Godfrey said some parking spaces 
around the perimeter of Francis Field will 
not be available during the day because of 
pre-event set-up. In addition, motorists 
exiting and entering Olympian Way from 
Forsyth Avenue can expect some delays 
around 5 p.m. 
Earning the honor of Olympic torch- 
Conlinued on back page 
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Catching postural problems early 
Program in Physical Therapy graduate students Julie Larem-Barnhart, left, and Jason Grandone perform a hip flexibility 
test as part of a posture screening clinic at Glenridge Elementary School in Clayton. Instructor Suzy Cornbleet looks on. 
Students in the Program in Physical Therapy have screened more than 100 Glenridge students this year. The weekly 
clinics, which started in October 1995, catch postural problems at an early age and provide graduate students with an 
educational experience in pediatrics. 
A new version 
Updated PSA test identifies potentially aggressive prostate tumors 
Anew version of a common pros- 
tate cancer screening test may 
help distinguish between poten- 
tially aggressive and non-aggressive 
tumors, according to a preliminary study 
by School of Medicine researchers. The 
team presented its findings May 5 at the 
annual meeting of the American Urologi- 
cal Association in Orlando, Fla. 
If the results can be duplicated in a 
large number of patients, the new test 
may help physicians and patients decide 
which tumors should be treated and 
which could safely be left alone. 
"We've been trying to find an easy 
way to distinguish between cancers that 
need to be treated and those that could be 
safely followed with watchful waiting," 
said William J. Catalona, M.D., director 
of the Division of Urologic Surgery and 
co-author of the study. "Our analysis 
shows that the new test gives us some 
information about the potential aggres- 
siveness of prostate tumors." 
The traditional test detects total blood 
levels of prostate-specific antigen (PSA), 
a protein produced by the prostate. El- 
evated PSA levels are a possible indicator 
of cancer. The prostate antigen is found in 
two forms in the body — protein-bound 
and free-floating. The new test, developed 
by Hybritech Inc. of San Diego, measures 
levels of free-floating PSA, thus the name 
"free" PSA test. Both PSA tests can be 
performed from the same blood sample. 
While high levels of total PSA point to 
cancer, a low percentage of free PSA also 
can indicate cancer. 
In a study of 54 men with prostate 
cancer, the researchers found that a lower 
percentage of free PSA in patients' blood 
was related to potentially aggressive 
tumors. The men, who averaged 63 years 
of age, had their tumors detected while 
enrolled in a screening study at Washing- 
ton University and had opted for surgery 
to remove their prostates. The researchers 
performed the traditional and free PSA 
tests on the men's blood samples, which 
were drawn before surgery, and exten- 
sively analyzed their tumor specimens. 
All men in the study had total PSA levels 
that ranged from 2.6 to 14 ng/ml. Gener- 
ally, levels above four are considered 
worrisome and warrant a biopsy to either 
confirm or rule out cancer. 
The researchers found that a lower 
percentage of free PSA — below 20 per- 
cent — was significantly associated with 
pathologic features of adverse tumors. 
They also discovered that a higher per- 
centage of free PSA — above 20 percent 
— was associated with potentially insig- 
nificant cancers. 
The free PSA test adds unique infor- 
mation for predicting adverse features of 
prostate cancers, said co-author Peter A. 
Humphrey, M.D., Ph.D., associate profes- 
sor of pathology. Using an arbitrary cutoff 
of 20 percent free PSA, the test would 
have identified more than 90 percent of 
the tumors with adverse features. 
In a second study, the researchers 
evaluated whether the free PSA test could 
predict cancer in men with normal rectal 
exams and total PSA levels of 2.6 to 4. 
Current guidelines do not recommend 
that men with PSA levels less than four 
undergo biopsies. However, about 20 per- 
cent of men with PSA levels of 2.6 to 4 
eventually are diagnosed with cancer 
within four years. Finding their cancers 
earlier — without dramatically increasing 
the number of unnecessary biopsies — ' 
would enable more men to seek treatment 
before their cancers spread. Generally, 
about 30 percent of men with PSA levels 
between 4 and 10 have cancers that have 
spread outside the capsule surrounding 
the prostate. 
In the study, the researchers reviewed 
the medical records of 120 men with 
initial PSA levels of 2.9 to 4. All had 
undergone biopsies, which showed that 
only 7 percent had cancer. However, over 
the next four years, cancer was detected 
in an additional 15 percent of the men. 
The researchers performed the free 
PSA test on patients' initial frozen blood 
samples. They found the test could iden- 
tify 92 percent of the men diagnosed with 
cancer and also would have avoided 
28 percent of the unnecessary biopsies. 
The researchers have confirmed their 
initial findings in a follow-up study of 
214 consecutively screened volunteers. 
Based on the study's results, Catalona 
recommended that all men with PSA 
levels of 2.5 to 10 have a free PSA test. 
Those with a low free PSA level then 
could decide whether to undergo a biopsy. 
In related research presented at the 
meeting, Deborah S. Smith, Ph.D., re- 
search assistant professor of surgery, 
studied 103 black men and 2,324 white 
men enrolled in a prostate cancer screen- 
ing study. The men underwent prostate 
biopsies because of an abnormal rectal 
exam or elevated (above four) PSA levels. 
She found that 40 percent of blacks and 
24 percent of whites had cancer. 
"Lowering the recommended PSA level 
for biopsy in blacks may be one way to 
increase the detection of cancer at a cur- 
able stage in this high-risk group," Smith 
said. She added that the potential benefit 
of increasing the early cancer detection 
rate should be weighed against the increase 
in the number of biopsies performed. 
Using the free PSA test in combination 
with the traditional test may help reduce 
the number of unnecessary biopsies. 
The American Cancer Society predicts 
that 317,100 new cases of prostate cancer 
will be diagnosed this year and that an 
estimated 41,400 men will die of the 
disease. — Caroline Decker 
Lecture to address 
helping the elderly 
Emily A. LaBarge, Ed.D., research 
assistant professor of neurology, will 
give a lecture titled "Practical Advice to 
Help You Help the Elderly" from noon to 
1 p.m. Tuesday, May 21, in Moore Audi- 
torium, on the first floor of the North 
Building, 4580 Scott Ave. 
LaBarge works in the neurology 
department's Memory and Aging Project. 
The brown-bag lecture, which is open to 
medical school faculty, staff and students, 
is the third in a series of educational oppor- 
tunities sponsored by the School of Medi- 
cine Central Administration. 
For more information, call Barbara 
Hebrank at (314) 362-8252. 
Will R. Ross named 
new associate dean 
Will R. Ross, M.D, has been 
named associate dean and 
director of the Office of Diver- 
sity at the School of Medicine. 
Ross' appointment was announced by 
William A. Peck, M.D., executive vice 
chancellor for medical affairs and dean 
of the School of Medicine. 
"We are especially pleased to have 
Dr. Will Ross join the faculty and staff in 
this important position," said Peck. "Dr. 
Ross is a highly 
respected neph- 
rologist and has 
proven himself to 
be an exceptional 
administrator with 
a keen interest in 
the special needs 
of young physi- 
cians and medical 
students." 
W.ll R.Ross in his new 
position, Ross will lead minority medi- 
cal student admissions and minority 
student affairs and also focus on broader 
issues of diversity. In addition, he will 
hold the position of assistant professor 
of medicine, with an appointment in the 
renal division, where he will continue to 
see patients and teach. 
Ross, a 1984 graduate of the School 
of Medicine, comes to Washington 
University from St. Louis Regional 
Medical Center, where as vice president 
for medical affairs he coordinated the 
activities of the medical staff, including 
residents. He also was president of 
Physician Services Corp. He joined 
Regional Medical Center in 1992 as 
director of the renal unit. 
Ross earned a bachelor's degree in 
biology in 1980 from Yale University and 
continued his medical training at 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center in 
Nashville, Term., after graduating from 
the School of Medicine. In 1987, he 
returned to Washington University to 
complete a fellowship in the renal 
division. 
Ross has conducted research into 
kidney transplantation and the mecha- 
nisms of organ donation and has been 
active in minority community-education 
projects related to organ donation. 
He also is a member of the board of 
directors of Mid-America Transplant 
Services. 
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Macias focuses on fundamental excellence 
Back in the summer of 1973, Edward S. 
Macias, Ph.D., was sitting in his office in 
the Radiochemistry Building when the 
doorbell rang. Usually, someone in the 
building would answer the front door, 
which normally was locked in the summers. 
On this particular day, however, no one was answering 
the door. The visitor — ever persistent — was Rudolf B. 
Husar, Ph.D., at that time an associate professor of me- 
chanical engineering here. Husar came to the Radio- 
chemistry Building looking for someone who could help 
him find new ways to measure air pollution. 
"I was kind of hoping that I could, in fact, 
bump into someone who would talk 'dirty' 
chemistry with me as, indeed, environmental 
chemistry was at that time," Husar recalled. 
Enter Macias, then an assistant professor of 
chemistry. As the bell to the Radiochemistry 
Building continued to ring, Macias realized no 
one was going to answer it, so he ambled to 
the door and opened it. Husar immediately 
launched into the purpose of his visit: Is there 
a new, simpler way to measure the mass of 
pollutants in the air? 
It so happened that just inside the door was 
an instrument, similar to a Geiger counter, that 
detected radioactive particles in the air. Macias 
began to fiddle with the instrument. By hold- 
ing a sheet of paper in front of it, the two 
strangers-turned-collaborators were able to use 
this crude instrument to measure the thickness 
of the paper. By analogy, the paper simulated 
air pollution and prevented radioactive-decay 
particles from reaching the detector. There- 
fore, the researchers realized, the same tech- 
nique could be used to measure the mass of air 
pollution. 
Within minutes, Macias — a scientist 
whose research interest was nuclear chemistry 
and atomic spectroscopy — was being pulled 
into the area of environmental chemistry. 
"It was really Rudy who got me started on 
this," Macias said. "I never took a course in air 
pollution. The two of us could work together 
very well because we each brought something 
to the table." 
It's these unpredictable shifts in emphasis 
that have excited Macias in his Washington 
University career — from 1970, when he was 
hired as an assistant professor of chemistry, to 
today in his role as executive vice chancellor and dean 
of Arts and Sciences. Macias always has been con- 
cerned with doing the fundamentals well in his current 
work rather than focusing on the future. 
"I never felt that I could predict the future, so I don't 
dwell on what might come next. But I have thought 
about how I can do the best possible job in what 
I'm doing now and be prepared for the uncertainties 
of the future," he said. "Things never come along quite 
as expected, much like the weather. The best prediction 
of tomorrow's weather is based on what happened 
today. However, the most interesting weather is that 
which we didn't know was coming." 
And Macias had no idea Husar was coming to the 
Radiochemistry Building 23 years ago. But once the 
two met, Husar said, Macias went full-steam-ahead. 
"He immediately showed how these measurements 
of pollutants could be done," said Husar, now a profes- 
sor of mechanical engineering and director of the Cen- 
ter for Air Pollution Impact and Trend Analysis. "He 
had a very direct approach of going to the essence of 
the research problem right away. The directness and 
simplicity of his style — of filtering out the mumbo 
jumbo — is one key to his research." 
Macias, Husar and others conducted research in the 
mid-1970s using automobiles equipped with catalytic 
converters. They found that while eliminating or reduc- 
ing the emissions of other pollutants, cars with catalytic 
converters produced noxious sulfuric acid as a 
byproduct, a potential health hazard. The sulfuric acid 
particles were measured with an instrument that used a 
nuclear method of detecting the amount of material in 
the air — a concept similar to the one Macias and 
Husar brainstormed a couple of years earlier. 
Research extends into the Grand Canyon 
Macias' air pollution research earned widespread recog- 
nition in the 1980s when he teamed with Warren White, 
Ph.D., senior research associate in chemistry, and others 
on a study of pollution in the Grand Canyon area. Basi- 
cally, the researchers were investigating why it was hazy 
in the Grand Canyon — so hazy that visitors sometimes 
couldn't see distant mountains and beautiful rock forma- 
tions. 
A series of studies involving Macias, White and 
other scientists from government, university and indus- 
trial labs showed that "one major source of haze in the 
summertime in the Grand Canyon was from pollutants 
from southern California. We're talking about air pollu- 
tion you can see," Macias said. "Up until then, people 
thought all this pollution from Los Angeles would be 
diluted and wouldn't make it to the Grand Canyon." 
Macias participated in several studies — one named 
GLADIS (Greater Los Angeles Distant Impact Study) 
after Macias' dog — that traced pollution from the Los 
Angeles area to the Grand Canyon, about 240 miles east. 
Macias and the collaborators honed in on one particular 
Edward S. Macias, Ph.D., still meets weekly with Warren White, Ph.D 
and Luis Vasconcelos, Ph.D., to discuss air pollution research. 
'I have always thought it's 
the people who make a 
place great." 
pollutant called methylchloroform, a de-greaser manu- 
factured and used in Los Angeles-area industries. 
Methylchloroform is used most during the five days of 
the workweek and not as much on weekends. The re- 
searchers found that methylchloroform also appeared in 
the Grand Canyon in the same five-days-on, two-days-off 
pattern, meaning concentrations of methylchloroform 
were high for five consecutive days and then would taper 
off for two days. The researchers showed that the methyl- 
chloroform passed through the Cajon Pass near the Los 
Angeles basin on its way to the Grand Canyon area. 
While Macias' research interest was evolving from 
nuclear chemistry into environmental chemistry, his role 
at the University also was undergoing an evolution — 
from his role as teacher and researcher to administrator 
and leader. 
After receiving a bachelor's degree in chemistry in 
1966 from Colgate University in Hamilton, N.Y., Macias 
earned a doctorate in nuclear chemistry in 1970 from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He immediately 
was hired by Washington University as an assistant 
professor, of chemistry. He was named an associate 
professor six years later and a full professor in 1984. He 
was chair of the Department of Chemistry in Arts and 
Sciences from 1984-88. 
In 1988, Macias was named provost, the University's 
chief academic officer, a post he held until Chancellor 
Mark S. Wrighton, Ph.D., appointed him executive vice 
chancellor and dean of Arts and Sciences in October 
1995. 
Although Macias' role in the University has changed, 
there is one constant in his day-to-day activities: "It's 
helping people reach their full potential; that hasn't 
changed. I have always thought it's the people who make 
a place great," he said. 
During Macias' term as provost, "we hired a whole 
new team of deans, with the exception of two. They've 
all come during the time when I was provost, so I worked 
to bring them here. Those are the people, together with 
the faculty, who help make the University work," Macias 
said. "Building that team was very challenging and 
rewarding for me." 
As provost, Macias also led a project in which he 
worked with "The Committee to Prepare for the 
21st Century." The report created by this committee of 
faculty, students and administrators set the University's 
agenda that is now the backbone of the 
institution's current planning efforts. 
Now, as executive vice chancellor and dean 
of Arts and Sciences, Macias "works with 
people in Arts and Sciences — department 
heads, faculty, students. That's an exciting 
challenge for me," he said. "The challenge is to 
build the heart of the University. Make Arts 
and Sciences an exciting place for students and 
faculty — a chance to really lead the nation in 
Arts and Sciences. When you meet someone 
who's successful, they're usually good at the 
fundamentals, and they learn those things as 
undergraduate or graduate students in Arts and 
Sciences." 
Seeing the big picture 
James McLeod, vice chancellor for students and 
dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, said 
Macias' strength lies in his ability to focus on 
how the components fit into the big picture. 
"He works very hard to understand what the 
whole is, not just the pieces, but all of what 
we're doing — undergraduate teaching, gradu- 
ate training and research," McLeod said. "He's 
deeply committed to maintaining that whole. 
He realizes that the work of Arts and Sciences 
is done by the faculty and chairs. He under- 
stands that there are certain fundamentals and, 
if we do our fundamentals well, we'll prosper, 
He has very high aspirations for Arts and 
Sciences and for Washington University." 
Although he now serves as an administrator, 
Macias has not left research and teaching. "You 
don't have to give one thing up for another," he 
said. "It's just a change of emphasis, a change 
of direction. I love teaching and I love working 
in science, and I still do that stuff. The first 
graduate student I had is now on the faculty at 
Duke University and has been for quite some time. And 
the most recent graduate student I had just finished his 
research this fall." 
Macias still meets weekly with Warren White and 
recent graduate Luis Vasconcelos to discuss the ongoing 
pollution research in the Grand Canyon. Macias served 
as the thesis adviser to Vasconcelos, who received his 
doctorate in chemistry from the University in December 
1995. Vasconcelos has carried on the research in the 
Grand Canyon, writing his thesis on this subject. 
"I think he is an excellent adviser," Vasconcelos said. 
"When I was getting out of the research track, he would 
ask the right questions to get me back on the track." 
Another group of people important in Macias' life is 
his family. His wife, Tedi, former director and teacher at 
the Deutsch Nursery School of Temple Israel, now is 
involved with undergraduate admissions activities, such 
as April Welcome, and volunteer projects in the commu- 
nity. 
The story of how the two met is an interesting one. 
"I met her at our parents' wedding," Macias said. "My 
mother married her father, and four years later, we got 
married." Macias loves to watch people's puzzlement 
when he explains that, technically, he married his step- 
sister in June 1967. 
Nevertheless, the story has had its material advan- 
tages, Macias said. Tedi once participated in a call-in 
radio contest in which the disc jockey was searching for 
listeners' most unusual experiences. "Tedi called in and 
said, T married my brother.' The disc jockey didn't know 
how to deal with her, so he got her off the phone 
quickly," Macias said. "At the end of the show, he said, 
'Well, the winner is Mrs. M., who married her brother.' 
She won a portable radio." 
The couple, who swim three days a week at 6 a.m. in 
the Athletic Complex, have two children. Matthew, 24, 
works as a biomechanical engineer for an orthopaedic 
clinic in Zurich, Switzerland, and Julia, 21, is a junior in 
anthropology at Stanford University. 
Macias gives credit to his family for his successful 
career. "You know where I get perspective on things? My 
family. My children and their experiences at other uni- 
versities. My wife and her experiences with the Univer- 
sity," Macias said. "I get a lot of strength from my fam- 
ily, as well as insight. They're partners in all that I do." 
— Michael Slatin 
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Lifetime of journeys leads to liberation for Tarn Le 
Based solely on his age, Tarn Le 
seems the least likely person to 
have crafted an autobiography. 
Nevertheless, his experiences, beginning 
with his birth in Vietnam shortly before 
the fall of Saigon in 1975, could fill 
volumes. 
But Tarn, majoring in performing arts 
with a dance emphasis in Arts and Sci- 
ences, is performing — not writing — his 
autobiography. "Far From Home ... En- 
trance" chronicles, through movement 
and music, both the tranquillity and chaos 
of his relatively short life. 
"People respond to the content of 
Tarn's autobiography in very different 
ways. Some find it.extraordinarily mov- 
ing. Some find it mysterious, even baf- 
fling, perhaps because it is rooted in 
experiences so different from theirs," said 
Mary-Jean Cowell, Ph.D., associate 
professor and coordinator of the dance 
program. "Tam is the kind of person who 
draws your eye when he moves. People 
have told me that even within a group of 
equally trained dancers, Tam is the one 
they watch — that they can't take their 
eyes off him." 
And people have been watching — 
apparently the right people. In the sum- 
mer of 1994, after little more than a year 
of training, Tam received a full-tuition 
scholarship to the Columbia College 
(Chicago) summer dance program. Last 
summer, he received a full-tuition schol- 
arship to the competitive Jacob's Pillow 
summer dance program. This spring, he 
auditioned with 115 dancers in Chicago 
for a new Twyla Tharp dance company 
and is waiting to hear if he will be invited 
to New York for a final audition. 
That Tam came to Washington Univer- 
sity is a small miracle. That he will 
graduate with a bachelor's degree in 
performing arts and a minor in Spanish in 
Arts and Sciences almost defies logic. 
Tam began learning to speak English 
upon his arrival in the United States as a 
junior high student in Miami. Because of 
the language barrier, his classmates didn't 
know much about him, but they did know 
he was a standout in science. They nick- 
named him "Doctor." 
Like many, Tam began looking into 
colleges as a high school student in 
San Jose, Calif. As a sophomore, Tam 
attended a summer medical school pro- 
gram at Stanford University. He already 
had been accepted into pre-medical 
programs there and at the University of 
California-Berkeley But Tam wanted to 
attend college in a less crowded locale. He 
saw an advertisement for Washington 
University and requested more informa- 
tion. The packet arrived, and Tam liked 
what he saw, so he visited campus, arriv- 
ing on Easter weekend 1992. 
"I arrived on campus at 6 a.m. on a 
Sunday, and nobody was here," said Tam, 
who traveled by himself. "I wandered 
around campus until I finally stumbled 
onto the South 40, where I asked if some- 
one could tell me where to go on campus 
and where to stay that night. An R.A. took 
me in and showed me around, which 
really touched me. The beauty and history 
of the campus attracted me, and I said, 
'This is where my home will be for the 
next four years.'" 
He returned that fall as a pre-med 
student on a full scholarship. The next 
spring, Tam attended a University dance 
concert, which was the turning point. 
"I was mesmerized by what I saw and, 
considering myself to be a very clumsy 
person, thought maybe dance could help 
me gain control of my body," said Tam. "I 
also thought perhaps it could help relieve 
the stress and tension I felt from being in 
such a rigorous academic program." 
Tam went to Cowell to ask permission 
to take a dance class. Cowell encouraged 
him to wait until he could take the prereq- 
uisite. But Tam persuaded her to admit 
him without it. 
"I started dancing, and something 
clicked," said Tam. "It connected my spirit 
and my body and gave me the freedom to 
express myself without words. I found 
that to be very liberating." 
Liberation is a recurring theme in Tarn's 
life. As a boy, he lived under communist 
rule in Saigon. The second-oldest male of 
nine children born to a father who was a 
lieutenant of the South Vietnamese govern- 
ment and a mother who was a diamond 
dealer, Tam recalls his family being under 
constant watch by the Vietnamese govern- 
ment due to his father's working relation- 
ship with the U.S. Embassy. "The lack of 
freedom forced me to grow up fast," said 
Tam. "Living in that environment made me 
feel like a caged animal." 
At age 10, Tam and his 12-year-old 
brother, under the guidance of their par- 
ents, began trying to escape from Vietnam 
by working clandestinely with fishermen, 
who would take them to sea in a canoe 
and transfer them to a larger fishing boat 
for transport to freedom. Many attempts 
were foiled by news of possible police 
intervention. But when Tam was 13, after 
living in the Vietnamese jungle for three 
months, he and his brother made a suc- 
cessful link. 
They and 14 others crammed onto a 
boat about eight meters long. He and six 
other children were squished into a net 
storage area, 
which was 
covered with a 
hatch and again 
with plastic. 
"Every time 
waves hit the 
boat, water 
poured in, and 
we would have 
to hold our 
breath and wait 
for the water to 
drain out," said 
Tam. "As the 
water drained 
out, so did my 
life. I sat won- 
dering if I'd 
have the chance 
to look at the 
sky and breathe 
again." 
Tam de- 
scribed his first night at sea as "beautiful" 
— compared with what was to come. 
"The second night was awful," he said. 
"We ran out of food and water and ate raw 
fish out of desperation." Tam thought 
their luck had changed when a boat about 
10 times the size of theirs approached. 
Their small boat was put in tow, and all 16 
people were led onto the larger boat, 
where they were given food and water. 
"I finally felt safe," said Tam. "Then 
things changed. The adults in our group 
were interrogated at gunpoint, and we 
were all put back onto our small boat, 
which had been completely robbed. I fell 
apart. I couldn't believe that there were 
people who could do this to others." 
What they had encountered was a Thai 
pirate ship; they would encounter four 
more during their five-day journey. "By 
the third ship, I thought they might as well 
blow us up, but they would force us back 
onto our boat, ignoring our pleas for 
mercy. Because they had stolen every- 
thing except our shorts, we had no protec- 
tion from the harshness of the sea and the 
sun. I thought humanity was lost." 
On the fifth day, Tam woke up to 
Tam Le believes dancing heals the spirit 
screaming and shouting. "I looked up and 
saw what looked like a mountain," said 
Tam. "When we got close enough, 
I jumped into the water and swam to the 
shore. As I advanced it was as if I had 
been cleansed. I forgot all that had hap- 
pened at sea and was just glad to be alive." 
Ironically, they had landed in Thailand. 
g      For the next two years, 
§ Tam and his brother lived 
I in a refugee camp sur- 
1
 rounded by barbed wire 
in the mountains of Thai- 
land. He and 40 others 
lived in a small hut open 
on one side, exposed to 
40-degree nights, 
110-degree days and 
frequent drenching rains. 
He and his brother 
were accepted into the 
United States but had to 
live for six months in a 
Philippine refugee camp. 
"In coming to 
America, I felt privileged 
but sad for the home and 
family I'd left in Viet- 
nam," said Tam. "I ached 
for the millions who 
remained in Vietnam and 
the refugee camps, un- 
certain of their future." 
Before settling in San Jose, Tam lived 
in Miami with his aunt, who left Vietnam 
before the fall of Saigon. 
"When my parents knew my brother 
and I were safe, they decided to send more 
family on the same journey," said Tam. 
"They knew it would be a great hardship, 
but a.price they must pay for the reward of 
freedom — whatever freedom is." 
Tarn's parents and all but two siblings 
have made it to the United States. He 
awaits news of two sisters who left Vietnam 
but haven't been heard from in six years. 
Tam now knows his desire to become a 
doctor was driven by his desire to heal. 
Through the arts — dance, in particular — 
he has learned to communicate with and 
heal the core and the spirit rather than the 
shell, which is healed through conven- 
tional medicine. 
"I am still studying to be a doctor and 
know that what I put away will someday 
come back," said Tam. "But I can't be 
boxed into one profession. Rather, I am a 
collection of professions — made of every- 
thing that has gone before me and all that is 
yet to come." — Rozanne Kennedy 
Peterson combined medicine, missionary work in Kenyan hospital 
Catherine Peterson takes unconven- 
tional paths in life. 
The Washington University 
fourth-year medical student just returned 
from a 10-week clerkship in a 188-bed 
hospital in Tumutumu, Kenya. When she 
was in her second year at the School of 
Medicine, she decided to combine medi- 
cal and missionary work in a clerkship. 
"I didn't know anything about it, 
except for what people had said. I'd never 
been to a Third World country. I wanted 
to do some missionary work and have a 
good experience in Third World medi- 
cine," Peterson said. 
So, last February, she set off for a 
rural Kenyan area where the Kikuyu 
tribe, the largest in Kenya, lives. Peterson 
said medicine there is vastly different 
from medicine in the United States. 
"In Kenya, people don't pay attention 
to a lot of things because there's no 
treatment. Why do an intensive cardiac 
work-up when you can't do a bypass?" 
she said. "There are all these things you 
can't do there." 
At the hospital in Tumutumu, Peterson 
said, there are only four medications for 
cardiac problems. And if a doctor orders 
an electrocardiogram (EKG), he or she 
will have to wait days for the results. If 
an emergency-room physician in the 
United States orders an EKG, the results 
can be available 
within minutes. 
"Plus, money is a 
big, big deal there. 
People don't have 
insurance," she said. 
"When they come to 
get a treatment, they 
have to pay out-of- 
pocket. A worker there 
earns the equivalent of 
$2 a day in the U.S." 
Peterson also had 
enormous responsi- 
bilities during her 
clerkship. She was 
the only physician 
"on call" every other 
night. 
"So, as a fourth- . 
year medical student, you're responsible 
for the entire hospital," she said. "But it 
was a neat experience. I learned a lot." 
When Peterson graduated with a 
bachelor's degree in mechanical engineer- 
ing from the University of Texas in Austin 
in 1990, she knew she didn't want to be 
an engineer. Instead, she spent a year 
living and working at a children's home in 
Womelsdorf, Perm., to figure out exactly 
what she wanted to do. 
She decided on medical school for a 
number of reasons. Her sister had consid- 
Catherine Peterson would like to work 
as a physician in family practice in a 
rural setting or overseas. 
ered being a doctor 
and had talked 
extensively about 
the medical profes- 
sion. Also, her 
mother was diag- 
nosed with breast 
cancer when 
Peterson was a 
college senior. 
"I saw then that 
it really makes a 
difference not just 
how technically 
competent doctors 
are, but also how 
well they deal with 
patients," she said. 
"Because when 
they go home — if 
they're like my mother — they remember 
every little comment their doctor makes 
and try to figure out what it means." 
Peterson is happy with her career 
choice. Medical school was more difficult 
than she expected, but all the memoriza- 
tion taught her self-discipline, she said. 
She has chosen family practice as a 
specialty because she enjoys communi- 
cating with patients. "Most problems can 
be taken care of by primary-care physi- 
cians. I like dealing with people," she 
said. "I don't like the in-patient setting 
very much, where you don't have any time 
to talk to the patient." 
Another reason she chose family prac- 
tice is that she likes to practice many 
kinds of medicine. "With family practice, 
you can do a little bit of surgery, a little 
bit of rheumatology, a little bit of cardiol- 
ogy, a little bit of everything," she said. 
Peterson's people skills also have been 
beneficial in her volunteer work. She has 
been an active member of the Christian 
Medical and Dental Society, a volunteer in 
the big brother/big sister program at the 
ECHO Children's Home in St. Louis and 
an active member of her church. 
She will graduate with a medical degree 
on Friday, May 17. She then will parlay her 
experience into an internship next year in 
the St. John's Mercy Hospital Family 
Practice Program. When she finishes her 
medical training, she would like to practice 
in a partnership in a rural setting in the 
United States. She and her husband, M.D., 
Ph.D. student Dan Peterson, also are con- 
sidering practicing overseas. 
"The best thing about medicine is that 
every patient is different," she said. "It 
doesn't matter how many sinusitises you 
see, everybody has a little different prob- 
lem or need. So even when you see the 
same disease over and over again, it's 
always in different people." 
— Diane Duke 
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Folkl shows why 'student' comes first in 'student-athlete' 
Kevin Folkl tends to make a big 
first impression. 
Then again, at 6-foot-8, Folkl is 
accustomed to grand entrances. 
For Gary Hochberg, his initial glimpse 
of Folkl came four years ago, just prior to 
a meeting with the prospective student 
and Mark Edwards, the Bears' towering 
men's basketball coach. 
"I stuck my head in the hallway just as 
they were coming around the corner. My 
first reaction was, 'My god, he's bigger 
than Mark Edwards.' That doesn't happen 
very often," recalled Hochberg, Ph.D., who 
at that time was transitioning between his 
post as dean of undergraduate admission to 
his current role as associate dean in the 
John M. Olin School of Business. 
For college basketball followers, the 
eye-opener came on Jan. 7, 1993, in a 
contest against the University of Roches- 
ter — the defending NCAA Division III 
runner-up. After being shelved by knee 
injuries for the first two months of his 
freshman season, Folkl exploded for 
25 points in his true debut, netting 10 of 
11 shots in a win over the Yellowjackets. 
Those initial imprints, while embed- 
ded lack the depth of Folkl's lasting 
legacy. Blossoming into one of the 
nation's premier post players, Folkl con- 
cluded his illustrious hardwood career as 
a three-year All-America honoree, and he 
ranks among the Bear elite in nearly 
every statistical category. 
"At times, Kevin is so explosive he can 
just take over a game," Edwards said. 
"He's 6-foot-8, but with the length of his 
arms and his agility, a lot of times he 
plays like a 6-foot-10 or 6-foot-11 player. 
I think over the four years that he was 
here, he demonstrated that numerous 
times when we played Division I and 
Division II schools that had big centers; 
he was very effective against them." 
That Folkl performed in a Division III 
(non-athletic scholarship) setting speaks 
volumes about his allegiance to the phi- 
losophy that student-athletes are, indeed, 
students first and foremost. A standout 
during his prep days at Saint Louis Uni- 
versity High, Folkl was swamped with 
college offers. 
"I was trying to think more in the 
long-term," he said of the decision-mak- 
ing process. "If I went to a Division I or II 
school, where athletics would be the 
primary focus, I'd have a four-year experi- 
ence, and that would be it. But with a 
Division III school, where I would have 
the opportunity to concentrate on my 
academics first, I'd be looking at a 
40-year experience. I would have the 
athletics, and I'd be aimed toward success 
in the businessplace for the next 35 or so 
years of my life." 
While his four-year basketball window 
has closed, Folkl has left Bear fans with at 
least four decades worth of memories. He 
and "B. School" classmates Brent 
Dalrymple, Gene Nolan, Tim Whittle and 
Kevin Rille formed a special class that 
became the winningest group in both 
school and University Athletic Associa- 
tion history. In March, they culminated 
their careers with a trip to the national 
quarterfinal. Perhaps even more impres- 
sive is their academic resume, highlighted 
by an aggregate 3.35 grade-point average. 
Said Edwards: "Part of the reason we 
were so successful over the past four 
years is that we were blessed with a bunch 
of kids who are very unselfish and very 
humble in their abilities. I would say that 
Kevin's right at the front of that pack. 
He's just as happy to see other people get 
recognition and get honors as he is to 
receive them himself. That speaks a lot 
about a person." 
So, too, does a list of Folkl's on-campus 
involvement: membership on the 
University's honorary scholarship degree 
committee, the Undergraduate Council and 
the Council of Student Athletes; a chapter 
consultant for the Delta Sigma Pi profes- 
sional fraternity; an officer with the Sigma 
Chi social fraternity; the University's 
representative to the 20th Business Tomor- 
row Conference, a national meeting in 
New York between top students and lead- 
ing executives; and a speaker at numerous 
business school events. 
"There's never been a time when we've 
asked Kevin to help out with something 
that he hasn't stepped in and done it," 
Hochberg said. "I marvel a bit at his 
Kevin Folkl has excelled on the basketball court and in the business school. 
ability to contribute to soinany things 
and to do as well as he does in all of 
them. He's really the total package." 
Reflective of that epithet is Folkl's 
recent nod as a GTE Academic Ail- 
American. The esteemed honor, granted 
to only 15 basketball players from a field 
of more than 900 schools, rewards excel- 
lence on the court, in the classroom and 
in the community. 
The successful combination of all such 
elements has offered Folkl the complete- 
ness he searched for in his college hunt. 
And, along the way, he has discovered 
that the lessons learned in sports and in 
business often intertwine. 
"Coach Edwards has done a great job 
of instituting a kind of healthy competi- 
tion within the team — one that forces 
you to push yourself harder," Folkl said. 
"It helped me realize my potential — 
I never knew I could push myself that 
hard. That's a life lesson. I've learned a 
lot about disciplining myself and how 
going the extra mile — or even the extra 
little bit — can make a big difference. 
"Competition, obviously, is constant in 
the business world. Competition, first, for 
jobs. Competition within the businessplace 
to garner a market share. The feelings can 
be similar to the ones you experience on 
the basketball court. You don't want to 
lose. You want to win at all costs — within 
reason, playing fairly." 
Folkl will have a chance to test those 
principles in the immediate future. In 
January, he accepted a post-graduation 
consulting position with Ernst & Young 
LLP, a slight deviation from his major 
studies of finance and management. 
While the first job is in place, others 
foresee Folkl making use of his political 
science minor down the line. "Someday, 
we'll all be voting for him," said Edwards 
of the three-time high school class presi- 
dent. 
"I'm always talking to people and 
smiling and shaking hands," Folkl said 
with a sly grin. "So maybe there's some- 
thing there." 
For now, Folkl is more eager to offer 
his endorsement to Washington Univer- 
sity: "I couldn't have asked for more. The 
basketball team peaked at the right time, 
and for a while I felt unstoppable. I've 
also had the best experience with the 
business school." 
While Folkl is pleased to have the WU 
label, Hochberg offers the final slam- 
dunk proclamation. "We're going to 
stamp the (University) seal on his fore- 
head," he said, "to make sure everybody 
knows he went here." 
— David Moessner 
Wentling committed to improving West Africa's economic progress 
Togo is a sliver on the map of Africa 
— a long, narrow strip of land 
perched on the Gulf of Guinea, just 
north of the equator. It is wedged between 
Benin and Ghana, which fan into butterfly 
wings from Togo's center. 
Senior Elsa Wentling has lived in all 
three countries, as well as in Guinea; 
Niger; Gabon; Ithaca, N.Y.; Springfield, 
Mass.; and Arlington, Va., where her 
mother and teen-aged siblings reside. Her 
father, the director of the U.S. Agency for 
International Development, is stationed 
in Tanzania. 
Yet Togo is home for Wentling. When 
she speaks of this country — her 
mother's homeland — she fills the room 
with her greatest hope: "I want to return 
to Togo to improve economic develop- 
ment in West Africa." 
Wentling is extraordinarily focused on 
her goal and has sought what resources 
she has needed to make progress toward 
that end. 
"I latched onto economics," she said 
"because it's a discipline that has answers 
as to why some countries develop and 
others don't. This is about working for a 
dignified quality-of-life. How do I get 
there?" 
Wentling knows full well the answer. 
"Resources and initiative. I was fortunate 
to find individuals willing to offer advice 
and support," she said. 
At the close of her sophomore year at 
Washington University, Wentling was 
selected to participate in the Mellon 
Minority Undergraduate Fellowship 
program, which offered her the opportu- 
nity to formally investigate and apply 
economic principles to the economies of 
West Africa. Her honors thesis is a culmi- 
nation of this work and centers on foreign 
direct investment in emerging West Afri- 
can markets, particularly the Ivory Coast. 
In 1994, Wentling also was named a 
Morgan Stanley 
Richard B. Fisher 
Scholar. She spent 
a part of last sum- 
mer as an analyst 
intern in the corpo- 
rate finance divi- 
sion of Morgan 
Stanley and Co. 
Inc. in New York. 
She also traveled to 
Korea that summer 
as one of three 
University students 
selected to attend 
the UN. World 
Leader Conference. 
These experi- 
ences taught her 
that Wall Street 
financiers can play 
a critical role in 
economic develop- 
ment, she said. "I took my summer seri- 
ously," she added. 
Both personable and highly disciplined, 
Wentling takes all her studies seriously, 
said Steven Fazzari, Ph.D., associate 
professor of economics in Arts and Sci- 
ences and Wentling's Mellon adviser. 
"Elsa knows exactly what she wants to 
do, yet she is always open to advice and 
criticism. She is highly motivated and 
original in her projects. She is never 
satisfied with the quality of her work and 
always strives for excellence," he said. 
Elsa Wentling plans to put her eco- 
nomics degree to work in her home 
country of Togo, Africa. 
On Friday, May 17, Wentling will 
graduate, cum laude, with a bachelor's 
degree in economics and French literature 
in Arts and Sciences. She speaks fluent 
French and Ewe, the lingua franca of more 
than half of Togo's 
population, and has a 




political and social 
relations with its 
former West African 
colonies, Wentling is 
convinced the key to 
development for the 
former colonies is 
inextricably tied to 
France. A goal is to 
investigate related 
theories in an aca- 
demic setting. 
While academics 
have consumed the 
greater part of her 
University life, 
Wentling has re- 
served time for a host of other activities. 
This year, she was an undergraduate 
representative to the Board of Trustees. 
She was president of the Association of 
Black Students from 1994-95 and was 
elected a senator in student government 
for two terms. 
From the day of her birth in Toreijon, 
Spain, where Wentling's parents sought 
medical assistance toward the end of a 
difficult pregnancy, Wentling has lived a 
life of service. She traveled with her 
parents, both Peace Corps volunteers in 
their early years, sharing in their commit- 
ment to humanity. 
Wishing to expose their daughter to 
new cultures and ever-challenging envi- 
ronments, Wentling^ parents enrolled her 
in MacDuffie Preparatory School in 
Springfield, Mass. 
At MacDuffie, Wentling's horizons 
continued to broaden, and her vision took 
flight. At one point, she asked herself, 
"How can my father's country, the United 
States of America, enjoy such a drasti- 
cally higher quality-of-life when my 
mother's country seems so tenuous? 
"I realized then that I would never be 
fulfilled," she recalled "if I did not take 
an active role in the effort to resolve the 
situation." 
Wentling was accepted into Harvard 
and Yale universities. After great delibera- 
tion — and a trip to the Hilltop Campus 
that tipped the scales — she chose Wash- 
ington University, enrolling on a John B. 
Ervin Scholarship. 
"I am committed to being part of the 
process of bringing economic prosperity 
back to West Africa," said Wentling. 
"People here have gone out of their way 
to help me." 
While Wentling voices her loyalties to 
Washington University — "This is the 
community I will give back to" — her 
heart unmistakably resides in Togo. 
"My present and future successes are 
motivated by my mother's and grand- 
mother's experiences and my own as the 
daughter and granddaughter of Agou- 
Nyogbo women," she said. "My grand- 
mother, who still lives in Togo, has no 
formal education but is the most intelligent 
woman I know,"   ,    — Cynthia Georges 
6   Washington University Record 
Gallery of Graduates 
Law student kept Immigration Project from closing 
Suzanne Brown was just starting her 
second semester of law school 
when she was invited to be an 
international observer of the elections in 
El Salvador. She desperately wanted to 
go, but the trip would mean missing two 
weeks of school. She struggled with the 
decision. She agonized. Then she decided. 
"In the end, it was clear to me that 
being a law student was what I was do- 
ing, but it wasn't who I was," she said. 
"The election was a significant, historical 
event. Participating in it and hopefully 
helping the voting process in Central 
America was who I was. I felt it was my 
world civic duty." 
This event is reflective of much of 
Brown's life — a life marked by idealistic 
thought and political action. It was activ- 
ism that brought her to law school, sus- 
tained her during law school and will 
characterize her work after law school. 
In 1993, Brown was directing the 
Immigration Project of a non-prof it 
agency in downstate Illinois. Working as 
an accredited representative — she has a 
master's degree in legal studies — she 
helped clients from 78 countries with 
immigration-related legal matters, every- 
thing from getting their children into 
school to political asylum. 
"I believed, and still do, that if we had 
an attorney on staff, we could provide 
more services," she said. To that end, she 
enrolled in the Washington University 
School of Law. 
In November of her second year of 
law school, Brown received word that the 
Immigration Project would be shut down. 
"I couldn't tell 1,000 people that made up 
the project's caseload, 'Sorry, we can't 
help you anymore.' These people were 
desperate for assistance," she said. 
The following January, she started the 
project as an independent agency. She 
assembled a board of directors. She wrote 
grant proposals. She managed the admin- 
istrative work. She handled the caseload. 
In the first year, she raised $85,000. 
"If we all had Suzanne's energy, there 
probably wouldn't be 
a deficit in this coun- 
try," said Kathleen 
Clark, J.D., assistant 
professor of law. 
Brown downplays 
what she's accom- 
plished during law 
school. 
"Being an older 
student has real ad- 
vantages in terms of 
organizing time. I'm 
internally directed. 
I'm not in a competi- 
tive cycle in class. I'm 
never afraid to ask a 
question in class. 
Other students think, 
'What does the pro- 
fessor want me to 
know?' I think, 'What 
do I want to know?' 
Also, I haven't had the 
anxiety of looking for 
a job, which is tre- 
mendously draining 
for students," she said. 
What Brown has 
had to deal with is 
the anxiety of not 
being at the top of her 
class. Though she 
expects to graduate in 
the top quarter of her class, she's not used 
to being less than the best. "It was hard 
not to be able to give law school more 
time," she said. "But I had to remember 
why I was here, and it didn't have to do 
with class rank." 
What it had to do with was furthering 
the goals of the Immigration Project. 
"One of the amazing things about 
Suzanne," Clark said, "is the level of her 
commitment and idealism — not pie-in- 
the-sky idealism but practical idealism. 
You couldn't ask for a better quality in a 
lawyer. If there were more publicity about 
lawyers like Suzanne, the legal profession 
would have a much better reputation." 
Suzanne Brown's immigration work and community service 
have been recognized through two School of Law awards. 
The Immigration Project is the current 
focus of Brown's 25 years of political 
activism, which took root during the 
Vietnam War when she was an under- 
graduate at the University of Massachu- 
setts in Amherst. Since then, she has 
lobbied for Common Cause, trained 
shelter workers for the National Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence and visited 
refugee camps in Honduras and Guate- 
mala. Last year, the bilingual Brown was 
named to the Advisory Committee to the 
U.S. Senate's Democratic Task Force on 
Hispanic Concerns. 
Since last year, Brown has been work- 
ing at Danna Soraghan Stockenberg & 
McNary, the law firm of Gene McNary, 
former commissioner of immigration and 
naturalization. "It's a whole different 
practice," she said. "The immigration law 
is the same, but because people who 
come here can pay for services, the 
possible remedies are much broader." 
For every year she works for the 
Clayton firm, the firm has agreed to 
donate $10,000 to the Immigration 
Project. 
Brown's goal now is to raise enough 
money to make the Immigration Project 
self-sustaining and to do more organiz- 
ing work in the community itself. 
"I love what I do. It's my vocation. 
I put in long, hard hours. I've done it 
when there was no money. But I always 
feel that I'm the lucky one. It enriches 
me. And I think it's made me a better 
person. 
"But I won't be with this project 
forever. To paraphrase the line from the 
Passover Seder — 'Though we may not 
be able to finish the task, we must not be 
afraid to start.' Life is unending 
struggles," she said. 
One of those struggles will come to a 
close this week as Brown receives a law 
degree on Friday, May 17. She will 
celebrate the occasion with her husband, 
Daniel Juarez, who also works for the 
Immigration Project; two children, 
Sarah, 22, and David, 20; nephew Matt 
Rosenberg, who's in her graduating law 
class; and her parents. Both her mother, 
Anna Lee Brown, and grandmother Rose 
Cohn Brown attended Washington Uni- 
versity. 
In addition to receiving a degree, 
Brown also has been awarded the Judge 
Myron D. Mills Administrative Law 
Award for a paper she wrote on immigra- 
tion law and the Jack Garden Humanitar- 
ian Award for significant contributions to 
the law school or the community. 
"When this is over, I'll be working 60 
hours a week on my job," Brown said, 
"but I'll feel like I'll be on vacation." 
— Cheryl Jarvis 
Engineering graduate made harrowing trip through Iraq 
While the more than 2,300 gradu 
ates reflect on their years at 
Washington University during 
the Friday, May 17, Commencement 
ceremony, Solomon A. Reda is apt to 
recall his dangerous journey to Washing- 
ton University. 
A week before Reda was to begin his 
studies at the University, Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein 
invaded Kuwait, the 
country in which 
Reda and the rest of 
his Ethiopian fam- 
ily were living at 
that time. To get to 
St. Louis, the com- 
puter science and 
computer engineer- 
ing major traveled 
with his parents and 
two brothers from 
their middle-class 
apartment building 
in Kuwait, through 
the enemy territory 
of Iraq, and eventu- 
ally to Amman, 
Jordan, where the 
Jordanian govern- 
ment was allowing 
certain individuals 
to escape the inva- 
sion. 
Reda and his 
family traveled with 
about 35 people, all employees of NCR 
Corp. in Kuwait. His father, Abuye Reda, 
was then a computer engineer for the 
company. The drivers followed each other 
on a four-lane highway that links Kuwait 
and Iraq. The lead driver had a map show- 
To come to Washington University, 
Solomon A. Reda left Kuwait during 
the Iraqi invasion led by Saddam 
Hussein. 
ing the route from Kuwait to Amman, so 
the travelers mapped out the route and 
followed him. They progressed from 
Kuwait, through Iraq and into its capital, 
Baghdad, where they spent a night in a 
hotel, courtesy of NCR. They eventually 
made it to Amman. 
The journey, which was more than 
1,000 kilometers, took about 26 hours, 
$q even at the travelers' 
3 speed of 100 mph. 
| (There were no speed 
g
 limits in Kuwait or 
Iraq during the inva- 
sion.) 
Naturally, going 
through a country 
whose leader has 
invaded your own 
can be dangerous. 
Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait began on 
Aug. 2, 1990. The 
Reda family was 
sitting in the living 
room of their apart- 
ment near the beach 
when, outside the 
window, they could 
hear artillery being 
fired from the Ku- 
wait/Iraq border. 
"Once every hour, 
the Kuwait air force 
planes would fly by 
our building. They 
were escaping to Saudi Arabia because 
the Iraqi military is about 100 times 
bigger than the Kuwaiti military. After a 
while, the Kuwaiti military had to give up. 
They knew that they could not resist the 
Iraqis," said Reda. "The second group of 
planes that we heard were from Iraq. The 
Iraqis bombed the runway of the civilian 
airport. People were not killed, but the 
planes could not go out. After about seven 
hours, we started seeing Iraqi tanks take 
positions on the beach. They pointed their 
guns toward our buildings. 
"I couldn't have been more scared. 
They could destroy the whole country. 
They could kill all of us. The whole fam- 
ily was sleeping in the hallway because all 
of the bedrooms have windows, so we 
would have been open to an attack." 
Reda's father later told the family that 
they had a way out of Kuwait. But there 
was a catch: They would have to travel 
through Iraq. Despite the danger, Reda 
didn't think twice about leaving. 
"It was really weird because I didn't 
even think. I just said, 'Let's do it,'" he 
said. "I have no idea why. It's almost like 
all of us just said, 'Let's do it.' It was the 
only thing we could do. 1 here was no 
other choice. 
"We wanted to get the family out of 
Kuwait before Saddam did something 
else. He was making a lot of threats. He 
said that he would kill everybody if he 
wanted to because he had chemical weap- 
ons. He said that if other countries inter- 
fered with the invasion, he would bomb 
Kuwait with chemical weapons. He could 
poison the water supply. We had to leave. 
The second motivation for leaving was for 
me to start my education and for my older 
brother to continue his at Miami Univer- 
sity." 
Along the lengthy trip to Jordan, Reda 
saw smashed cars piled up on the highway 
as they left Kuwait. Ironically, the Iraqis 
invaded Kuwait via the same highway 
Reda was traveling to escape, he said. 
"Kuwait is a very safe country," he said. 
"If you're driving on the road and all of a 
sudden you see an enemy tank coming, you 
just lose control. That's exactly what hap- 
pened. These people were driving, and all 
of a sudden they saw 20 to 30 tanks coming 
down the highway. They lost control and 
went off the road." He didn't see any acci- 
dent victims amid the pileups. 
Throughout the trip, Reda was "con- 
stantly fearful because you didn't know 
whether they were going to let you through 
the border or whether they would take away 
your property and send you home on foot. 
There was a lot of uncertainty. We felt 
really scared," he said. 
The family brought only a minimum of 
food and clothes so they wouldn't overload 
the car. All their valuables were hidden in 
the attic of their apartment in Kuwait. 
All of the travelers eventually made it to 
Amman, where Reda caught a flight to 
New York and then to St. Louis to attend 
Washington University. After taking some 
courses here, Reda traveled to the United 
Arab Emirates to work for nearly two years 
and then came back to finish his education. 
After graduating May 17, Reda will begin 
work this summer at General Mills in 
Minneapolis. The Reda family now lives in 
the United Arab Emirates. 
Looking back at the struggle it took to 
come to Washington University, Reda 
remembered that there was a sliver of 
doubt in the minds of everybody who made 
the trip from Kuwait through Iraq and into 
Jordan. 
"Even after 26 hours, we didn't think we 
were going to actually make it to Jordan 
until we got to the Jordanian border," said 
Reda. "We were very happy." 
— Carolyn Sanford 
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Wilson motivated by concern 
for the welfare of real people 
Erika Wilson always knew she 
wanted to be a social worker. 
But she did not know her aspira- 
tions would immerse her so quickly in the 
formation of social and economic policy 
legislation for the U.S. Congress. 
Wilson, a graduate student in the 
George Warren Brown School of Social 
Work, has spent much of the past year 
working in the Washington, D.C., offices 
of U.S. Sen. Carol Moseley-Braun (D-Ill.). 
"My experience has helped me see 
that it's very important for social activists 
to practice at the national level," she said. 
"A number of the issues I've worked on 
here have been tax issues, but they also 
have been social issues. Having someone 
involved in this process who understands 
social issues is very important. Some- 
times people in the governing process 
need to be reminded that there ire real 
people behind the numbers." 
Wilson's concern about the welfare of 
real people always has been a big part of 
her motivation. She was drawn to social 
work by her love of working one-on-one 
with friends and family members who 
needed help with personal dilemmas. 
"I've always had a problem with 
people suffering due to situations beyond 
their control," Wilson said. "It really 
bothered me, and I became sort of a 
confidante. People began talking to me 
about their problems, and I would try to 
help them work things out." 
Wilson began her social work educa- 
tion at Central State University in 
Wilberforce, Ohio, graduating in 1994 
with a bachelor's degree in social work 
and a minor in business administration. 
While at Central State, she completed 
spring semester internships at two Day- 
ton, Ohio-based non-profit organizations 
— a community strategic-planning orga- 
nization and an urban minority alcoholism 
and drug abuse outreach program. 
She enrolled in the George Warren 
Brown School of Social Work in the fall 
of 1994 and concentrated on studies in 
social and economic development. In her 
first year, she interned in the University 
City School District, where she organized 
a program to help fifth-grade students 
make the transition to middle school. Her 
specialization in management, public 
policy and program development also led 
to honors as the Bettie Schroth Johnson 
Women in Management Scholar at the 
social work school. 
Wilson's sojourn to the nation's capital 
began as a summer internship with the 
Child Welfare League of America, where 
she prepared briefing papers for an assess- 
ment group working on the reform of 
child-protective services and compiled data 
from a survey on kinship care. That sum- 
mer, Wilson learned she would remain in 
D.C. nine months longer as a congressional 
fellow of the D.C.-based Women's Re- 
search and Education Institute. 
One of six students selected from more 
than 100 applicants for the fellowship 
program, Wilson served her fellowship as 
a legislative assistant to Moseley-Braun. 
She conducted research on low-income 
tax issues, including the Work Opportu- 
nity Tax Credit, and on economic-devel- 
opment issues for abandoned and under- 
developed urban and rural areas. 
Her most interesting project, she said, 
has been working with Moseley-Braun's 
tax counsel to develop background materi- 
als on tax issues before the Senate Finance 
Committee. She also helped brief Moseley- 
Braun for recent tax-reform hearings. 
Wilson's Washington experience helped 
her see the importance of having someone 
at the national level who can offer a big- 
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Erika Wilson worked in the offices of U.S. Sen. Carol Moseley-Braun (D-lll.). 
picture perspective on social work and 
social-policy issues. She plans to work in a 
private sector or public policy position in 
which she can serve as a national advocate 
for the agendas of social workers. 
"Despite the important efforts of social 
workers who practice in the community, 
there's still a great need for more of us at 
the national level," Wilson said. "If social 
workers are not involved in policy deci- 
sions, we, too, often end up with someone 
telling us what to do and how to do it. We 
need to have someone at the table, and 
that's where I think I can make my great- 
est contribution." 
Wilson someday would like to play a 
role in rebuilding industries that create 
decent jobs for lower-skilled workers, an 
interest that springs from her childhood in 
economically depressed Flint, Mich. 
"I grew up in a small, close-knit, work- 
ing-class city, and you just don't see that 
much anymore," Wilson said. "Blue-collar 
jobs are dying, and there are a lot of 
people having difficulty making the 
transition. I would like to build partner- 
ships between the private sector and 
government that create economic opportu- 
nities for residents of poor urban and rural 
areas that business has forgotten." 
Wilson's internship schedule provided 
tremendous hands-on experiences but also 
made it a challenge to keep pace with 
course requirements. She has taken advan- 
tage of every possible independent study 
credit option and even flew to St. Louis 
three times to take weekend courses. 
Although she will walk with classmates in 
the Friday, May 17, Commencement cer- 
emony, she will need to complete three 
more courses this summer to earn a 
master's of social work degree in August. 
"The main thing I would like to stress 
is that you can do what you really want to 
do in life and still get somewhere with it. 
My parents never discouraged me from 
being a social worker, but even now, some 
people can't understand why I want a 
career in social work. But it's something 
I've always wanted, and somehow it's 
taken me all the way to the U.S. Senate," 
she said. — Gerry Everding 
Jegla finds link between human, jellyfish nervous systems 
On Friday, May 17, Tim Jegla will 
receive a doctorate in neuroscience 
and, apart from his own hard work 
and initiative, he owes his success to his 
biology professor parents; to his adviser, 
Lawrence Salkoff, Ph.D., professor of 
anatomy and neurobiology at the School 
of Medicine; and to the long, cold winters 
of Minnesota. 
Tiring of the winters after two years of 
undergraduate study at Carleton College in 
Northfield, Minn., Jegla applied for and 
received a National Science Foundation 
Research Experiences for Undergraduates 
(REU) Fellowship that took him to the 
University of Florida's Whitney Marine 
Laboratory in quaint, venerable St. August- 
ine. There, he became exposed to the 
neurobiology of jellyfish, one of the oldest, 
most primitive animal species on Earth. 
The work excited him, sparking an 
interest in the evolution of the nervous 
system across species, and the mild 
Florida environment provided ample 
opportunity to pursue two of his avid 
interests, running and bird-watching. 
"The hands-on experience of working 
with a neurobiologist really showed me 
how fascinating this area of biology is," 
Jegla said. "I grew up in an environment 
saturated with biology, but I would not 
have thought about making a career out of 
this area were it not for the fellowship." 
The research experience led him indi- 
rectly to Salkoff and Washington Univer- 
sity. In his senior year at Carleton, Jegla 
wrote an extensive research paper, par- 
tially based on his REU experiences, on 
the evolution of ion channels. In the 
human brain, ion channels act as transis- 
tors, relaying electrical pulses across 
neurons, eventually resulting in a chemi- 
cal signal that directs a muscular response 
— for instance, a contraction. 
Researching his paper, Jegla learned 
that all mammals and fruit flies have the 
exact same set of these channels, that 
there were four families of genes that 
code for voltage-gated (responding to 
electrical stimuli) potassium channels, 
key players in the process. He also real- 
ized that Salkoff's name kept appearing 
on many of the landmark papers he read 
and referenced for his project. 
When he visited Washington Univer- 
sity to consider graduate school, Jegla 
was weighing the merits of plant biology 
as well as neurobiology. 
Then he met Salkoff. 
"Larry said that I could work with him 
and find out some of the answers to the 
questions I posed in the paper," Jegla 
recalled. "I thought that was a very good 
idea. The neuroscience program here 
provided me lots of opportunity to shift 
about so I could find out exactly what 
I wanted to do." 
From the fall of 1990 until now, Jegla 
has immersed himself in physiology, 
genetics and molecular biology, learning 
gene-cloning techniques and assays in 
Salkoff's laboratory. He satisfied his 
curiosity about the evolution of the ner- 
vous system by studying jellyfish, one of 
the most primitive animals to have nervous 
systems, and protozoan paramecium. He 
focused on the molecules underlying the 
"action potential," which carries electrical 
signals across excitable cells. The action 
potential "wave" is a chain of events in- 
volving the opening of sodium, calcium 
and potassium ion channels. 
Eventually, he cloned a unique, previ- 
ously unknown family of potassium chan- 
nels in paramecium that are distinct from 
those present in higher animals. He also 
was able to show that the set of genes 
encoding ion channels in jellyfish is virtu- 
ally identical to the set expressed in the 
human brain. Jegla measured the electrical 
signals from the jellyfish channels with a 
voltage clamp, which also allowed him to 
compare the structure 
and function of these 
ion channels across 
species. 
"Tim has shown 
that the electrical 
properties of the 
human brain have 
their origins in 
mechanisms that were 
already present in the 
first animals on 
Earth," Salkoff said. 
"He's been an out- 
standing graduate 
student with a very- 
significant record of 
accomplishment in 
neurobiology." 
While his work 
helps explain the 
evolution of the 
nervous system, 
Jegla's inroads also 
may have implica- 
tions for understand- 
ing brain diseases. 
Jegla's parents are 
biology professors at 
Kenyon College in Gambier, Ohio. They 
imparted to him a strong interest in ecol- 
ogy and an abiding pastime: bird-watching. 
Jegla and his wife, Adrienne, a graphic 
artist, have listed 500 birds they've ob- 
served in North America. They take pic- 
tures of some of the more striking birds 
and, in recent years, have fashioned calen- 
dars from their sightings that they give as 
Christmas presents to family and friends. 
An outstanding distance runner in high 
school and college, Jegla runs as many as 
40 to 60 miles a week when he prepares 
for an amateur road race, and he's placed 
quite high in several St. Louis-area races. 
A goal is to run a five-kilometer (or three- 
mile) race in less than 15 minutes. 
Tim Jegla has spent his laboratory time deciphering the 
evolution of the nervous system.      / 
The Jeglas will hit the turf and wild- 
life areas of northern California when he 
starts a three-year postdoctoral fellow- 
ship at Stanford University this summer. 
He will be working with Stanford biolo- 
gist Richard Aldrich, Ph.D., in part to 
correlate what he has learned about 
potassium channel evolution with potas- 
sium channel function. 
"I'll be concentrating on structure and 
function, as well as learning some new 
biophysics techniques," Jegla said. "Com- 
bined with the knowledge I've gotten at 
Washington University and what I'll learn 
at Stanford, when I'm through there, 
I should be ready to research on my own." 
— Tony Fitzpatrick 
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Architecture student takes design to a different level 
Five years ago — fresh out of the 
University of Pennsylvania — Mary 
Martin landed a job at Skidmore 
Owings & Merrill, one of the country's 
largest and most prestigious architecture 
firms. 
When she wasn't working 60 hours a 
week at the firm's downtown Chicago 
office, Martin relaxed by creating jew- 
elry. Both Henri Bendel and Saks Fifth 
Avenue were interested in selling her one- 
of-a-kind wearable art. 
Life was good — very good, in fact. 
But Martin believed it could get better. 
So she applied to graduate school at 
Washington University. 
"I was happy," she said, "I was making 
good money. But I could see that people 
in the firm with graduate degrees had 
more opportunities, more management 
positions. I wanted to do anything I could 
to increase my opportunities in the field. 
Getting a graduate degree was also a 
quicker way to get registered." 
When Martin graduates Friday, 
May 17, with a master's of architecture 
degree from the School of Architecture, 
she will wear her cap and gown not only 
as an honors student but also as a Renais- 
sance woman. 
She has jewelry commissions from 
professors' wives, as well as from the dean 
of the architecture school. A piece of her 
architectural jewelry was selected for 
exhibition at the campus Re-Mark Show. 
She is taking sculpture, voice and Italian 
lessons, the latter in anticipation of her 
next venture: a trip to Tuscany and Flo- 
rence to study photography. "A graduation 
present from myself to myself," she said. 
"A lot of students are racing around 
getting to interviews and trying to land a 
job," she said. "I'm in no hurry — not 
because I'm lazy but because I've worked 
before and I know that once I get started, 
I'll get totally caught 
up in it. I want a 
break, some mental 
freedom. Also, I like 
being out of my ele- 
ment. That's the way 
you learn more about 
yourself." 
Martin learned a lot 
from her grandfather, 
whom she credits with 
helping her develop 
her creativity. A hob- 
byist extraordinaire, he 
collected stones, 
stamps and cameras 
and even sewed leather 
cases for each of the 
cameras. Martin spent 
a lot of time hanging 
out in his workshop. 
"His house was 
'Funland,'" she said. 
"He taught me how to 
draw and to work with 
stones and metals." 
Martin seldom 
wears jewelry herself, 
but she makes neck- 
laces, bracelets and 
rings for girlfriends' 
birthdays and leather 
bags, belts and filofax 
covers for male 
friends. "Everyone 
wants a gift," she said, "so I get invited to 
all sorts of parties." 
Making jewelry is an outlet for her. 
"Since I think about architecture all 
day, these other interests are outlets for me 
— the times when I can be daring and 
free," she said. "Jewelry-making isn't work 
for me. When I'm designing, and it's 
mostly all design, I love it. I can do it from 
10 in the morning until 9 at night. A lot of 
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Mary Martin left what she calls a good life in Chicago 
to pursue a master's degree in the School of Architecture. 
times, I'm just experimenting. The great 
thing about jewelry is you can melt it 
down and start again. I think of it as 
miniature sculpture. I love it because it's 
immediate gratification. I control all the 
details and determine when it's finished. 
■   "I always want to have other skills and 
options open to me, since there is no 
guarantee of architectural work. I've 
talked to so many people who have been 
| laid off or who couldn't find a job," she 
I added. 
s      Martin cites a Wall Street Journal 
article her parents sent her a few years 
ago in which a chief executive officer 
said he wanted the president of his com- 
pany to be architecturally trained because 
architects have learned a way of problem- 
solving that's unique to the profession. 
"Architecture has no formulas, like the 
sciences; no historical cases, like law or 
political science; no one correct answer," 
Martin said. "You're working with all these 
variables and existing conditions and 
societal impact, then figuring out the best- 
case scenario. A lot of people see us as 
very expensive designers, but they don't 
realize we have a lot of capabilities that 
transcend the field. I think architects could 
infiltrate every field, just as lawyers have. 
"I don't see the skills I've learned as 
limiting myself to architecture. Maybe I'll 
take this discipline and use it somewhere 
else. I think a lot of disciplines could 
benefit from an architect." 
Adrian Luchini, associate professor of 
architecture, is confident in Martin's 
abilities. 
"Mary's vocational sense was well- 
defined when she returned to school. 
Consequently, she was able to direct her 
own education. Many graduate students 
aren't like that; you have to shape them. 
Mary will be ready for a lot of responsi- 
bility with her next job," Luchini said. 
Although Martin will wait to job-hunt 
until after Italy, she's been helping class- 
mates with their job searches. She's given 
seminars on finding and landing a job and 
helps students with their resumes. 
"She's an entrepreneurial student in the 
best sense of the word," said Cynthia 
Weese, FAIA, dean of the architecture 
school. "And she energizes other stu- 
dents." — Cheryl Jarvis 
Takahashi focused her lens 
on earning dual degrees 
Miki Takahashi views the world as 
a series of lights and angles. 
A dual bachelor's degree 
candidate in lighting design in the Per- 
forming Arts Department in Arts and 
Sciences and in photography in the 
School of Art, Takahashi has spent nearly 
every waking hour at Washington Univer- 
sity either maneuvering cameras or posi- 
tioning spotlights. 
"I just like to try different things," 
Takahashi said of her chosen pursuits in 
the two disciplines. "I wanted to take 
advantage of everything the University 
had to offer. They (theater lighting and 
photography) complement each other 
pretty well." 
To complete the requirements for both 
degrees in four years, Takahashi has 
tackled a load of work few undergradu- 
ates would consider. With a quizzical 
smile, Takahashi explained how she 
managed to take 21 credits every semes- 
ter and classes each summer: "I never 
sleep," she joked. 
"My advisers said I was crazy to try 
and do it all in four years," said Takahashi, 
who was nominated this year for the 
Mortar Board Dean's List. "When I first 
declared a performing arts major on top of 
my B.F.A. (bachelor's of fine arts), there 
were not a lot of people doing it. But more 
and more, I've run into people at the 
School of Art who are really involved in 
theater and want to major in both." 
Fellow undergraduates considering 
such a double-major often ask Takahashi 
how she did it. There's not much time for 
anything else, she tells them. And why 
not spread the degree requirements over 
five years? "I just can't stay in one place 
for long," she said with a laugh. 
Indeed, Takahashi has moved often in 
her young life. Born of Japanese descent, 
she grew up in Hong Kong but attended 
her senior year of high school at 
St. Johnsbury Academy in Vermont. She 
decided to attend Washington University 
because she wanted to live in the Midwest. 
After graduating Friday, May 17, she 
plans to move to the West Coast, where 
she hopes to attend graduate school in 
cinematography. Takahashi noted that this 
field combines many aspects of photogra- 
phy and theater lighting. 
"The basic idea is to find the right kind 
of angle and the most interesting light- 
ing," she said. 
Stanley Strembicki, professor of pho- 
tography in the art school, understands the 
appeal of the stage. "I started off as a 
theater major," he said. He noted that 
Takahashi applies her knowledge of the- 
ater lighting in her photography. "She 
brings some very good problem-solving 
skills to her work," Strembicki said. 
He also believes her photographs 
contain a strong element of drama. "Her 
staged works tell a story," Strembicki said. 
"She feels photography doesn't have a lot 
of limits." 
Takahashi agreed that her works are "a 
little bit theatrical." At a recent exhibition, 
she displayed two photographs that cap- 
tured this sense of drama — and some 
wry humor. 
One photograph portrays a young, fully 
clothed couple lying in bed with a televi- 
sion between their heads. As they stare at 
the ceiling, all sorts of chaos reigns about 
the room. Next to this is a small close-up 
photograph of an older couple sitting 
beside each other and gently touching 
fingers. This photograph is set in a frame 
equal in size to the photo of the young 
couple. 
Posted between the photographs are 
two captions that read: "Honeymoon was 
great. I rediscovered love between us," 
and "We were The Perfect Couple. 
Weren't we, honey?" 
"Sometimes I'm not sure which cap- 
Miki Takahashi pursued combined studies in theater lighting and photography. 
tion goes with which photograph," 
Takahashi said. She enjoys creating a 
sense of ambiguity by placing thought- 
provoking text alongside the photographs. 
She tries not to make her intentions in the 
work too obvious. "I want the viewer to 
make up their own mind and decide what 
the piece is all about," she said. 
She exercises a bit more control over 
audiences viewing her lighting effects on 
stage, however. She designs lights to focus 
the audience's attention on various per- 
formers in a production or to create an 
overall mood in the theater. Takahashi 
especially enjoys working with dancers 
and choreographers. 
Takahashi said she enjoys using bright, 
harsh lighting to really bring out the con- 
tours of the body and to carve out the face. 
"I may push the light to 100 percent on the 
dancers and dim the rest of the stage," she 
said as an example. It's an effect she used 
as the principal lighting designer for the 
recent Student Dance Concert. 
Takahashi said modestly that she uses 
"whatever looks cool." But, she added, 
"I'm trying to consider the overall effect 
of the piece." 
Rick Kuykendall, artist-in-residence in 
performing arts, was Takahashi's lighting 
instructor. He described her approach to 
lighting as "innovative and nontraditional." 
"She's got some really good lighting 
sense," Kuykendall said. "Sometimes, 
lighting theory can be rather mathematical 
and calculating. She took her free-form 
art sense and twisted it (stage lighting) in 
a way that is uniquely her own." 
While Takahashi admitted she's not 
sure which direction her career will go, 
she said she eventually would like to 
move back to Hong Kong or Tokyo. 
"It's where I call home," she said. But 
now, at the end of her experience at Wash- 
ington University, one thing is very clear. 
"I have made some of the greatest friends 
in my life," she said. 
— Neal Learner 
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Staff Day celebrates 
milestone birthday 
Staff Day has come of age. The 
annual gathering that salutes the 
contributions of Hilltop Campus staff 
and administrative personnel turns 21 
on Monday, May 20. 
An array of activities, service 
awards and refreshments are among the 
highlights that will engage scores of 
Washington University employees. 
"This day is dedicated to those staff 
members whose loyalty and service to 
the University play a significant role in 
all that we do," said Chancellor Mark 
S. Wrighton. "I look forward to the 
opportunity to applaud these deserving 
individuals." 
Wrighton will launch the event by 
hosting a recognition ceremony. As- 
sisted by the University's vice chancel- 
lors, Wrighton will present staff service 
awards at 11 a.m. in Edison Theatre. 
Afterward, staff members will convene 
in Bowles Plaza to mingle and lunch on 
barbecued chicken breasts, beef or 
bratwursts; pasta with pesto sauce; 
vegetarian baked beans; and Italian and 
fruit salads. Brownies and cookies will 
top off the meal. 
Games, activities and an arts-and- 
crafts exhibit will be offered from 1 to 
3 p.m. "We are looking forward to 
honoring our service-award recipients 
and to an afternoon filled with activi- 
ties," said Ann B. Prenatt, director of 
employee relations in the Office of 
Human Resources, which organized the 
event. "The Staff Day Committee has 
very generously given their time and 
talents, for which I personally thank 
them, to make this a special day." 
In the event of inclement weather, 
Staff Day will be held in Mallinckrodt 
Center. For more information, call 
(314)935-5990. 
Faculty member searching for Ferris wheel's axle 
This summer, Carol Diaz-Granados, 
Ph.D., plans to search for a part — 
a big part — of the 1904 World's 
Fair held in Forest Park. 
Diaz-Granados, research associate and 
instructor in anthropology in Arts and 
Sciences, will try to pinpoint the location 
of the axle from the fair's spectacular 
265-foot-high Ferris wheel, one of the 
most magnificent attractions at the fair. 
The Ferris wheel had 36 observation cars, 
each the size of a bus. The cars were so 
big, Diaz-Granados said that during the 
seven-month fair, two weddings took 
place in them — one on horseback. 
But the Ferris wheel was not modular, 
and when the fair ended no one wanted to 
do the work of taking it completely apart. 
So it was dynamited and hauled off for 
scrap metal. However, the 70-ton, 
40-foot-long axle was too heavy for 
available equipment to lift or cut up, so — 
as the legend goes — it was buried in its 
place. 
Diaz-Granados has been besieged with 
calls since articles about her project first 
appeared in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
and in USA Today. Every person who has 
called has had a different opinion as to 
the site of the buried axle. Callers range 
from older folks who remember "exactly 
where it is" to young children who re- 
member their grandparents' stories of 
"exactly where it is." Other theories place 
the axle everywhere from the Mississippi 
River to under Skinker Boulevard. 
Diaz-Granados plans to unearth the 
truth through two methods: ground- 
penetrating radar that is cross-checked 
with a magnetometer reading. The result 
will be a graph of a one-quarter-acre area, 
a grid that will show anything buried 
there. 
Diaz-Granados' interest in artifacts 
from the 1904 World's Fair developed 
when one of her Washington University 
Carol Diaz-Granados plays with a wire 
puzzle she discovered among 6,000 
artifacts from the 1904 World's Fair in 
Forest Park. 
students several years ago told her that 
materials from the fair were washing out 
of the ground in Forest Park. 
"I was skeptical," she said, "because 
I couldn't imagine that they'd use Forest 
Park as a landfill for the materials they 
wanted disposed. But he (the student) 
was really persistent, so I checked it out. 
And, sure enough, materials were there. 
I was surprised. I didn't think there'd be 
anything left. It'd been over 80 years, 
and the park had been extensively 
re-landscaped after the fair." 
Since that eventful day 13 years ago, 
Diaz-Granados, under contract with the 
St. Louis Parks Department and the city 
of St. Louis, has been excavating with 
students for materials there. "Actually," 
she said, "they dig. I supervise." To date, 
they've found about 6,000 artifact frag- 
ments, ranging from plaster staff, glass, 
ceramics and metal to such organic mate- 
rials as seeds and bones. 
"During the years we've been doing 
these excavations," she said, "the ques- 
tions people most asked were, 'What 
happened to the axle?' and 'Are you 
going to find it?'" 
It seems appropriate that a Washington 
University faculty member is undertaking 
the search. In many ways, the history of 
the fair also is part of the University's 
history. 
Explained Carole Prietto, University 
archivist: "The fair was supposed to open 
in 1903, to commemorate the Louisiana 
Purchase. But the fair was running out of 
space. Robert Brookings, then chairman 
of the board of trustees, leased the devel- 
oping campus to the fair planners. He 
performed a great civic duty at the same 
time that he raised money to complete the 
campus." 
The Italian Pavilion was erected on the 
front lawn just below Brookings Hall, 
which served as the administration build- 
ing for the fair. Holmes Lounge and 
Cupples I Hall were used for displays. 
Francis Field was the site of the Third 
Olympiad Games. Even the bricks on the 
quadrangle walkways were laid at the 
time of the fair. 
"There's so much history and mystery 
associated with the fair," said Rachel 
Popelka, a freshman who's dug for arti- 
facts with Diaz-Granados. "And a lot of 
mystery is yet to be discovered. With the 
(fair's) centennial coming up, that feeling 
is intensified." 
Artifacts from Diaz-Granados' digs 
will be a part of the exhibit "Meet Me At 
The Fair: Memory, History and the 1904 
World's Fair," which opens June 22 at the 
Missouri Historical Society in Forest 
Park. — Cheryl Jarvis 
Morrow's work chronicles the 140-plus-year history of the University 
If the hallowed, ivy-draped halls of 
Washington University could talk, 
they probably would sound something 
like Ralph E. Morrow, Ph.D. 
Morrow, professor emeritus of history 
in Arts and Sciences, former dean of the 
Faculty of Arts and Sciences, retired 
provost, and University historian, has 
given a voice to the rich legacy of Wash- 
ington University in a definitive 700-page 
narrative due out in October. 
"Washington University in St. Louis: 
A History," published by the Missouri 
Historical Society Press, chronicles the 
remarkable journey of the University, 
from its somewhat haphazard beginnings 
in the mid-1800s to its rise as a world- 
renowned institution of higher learning. 
Morrow started the project in 1988 after 
a casual suggestion from then-Chancellor 
William H. Danforth that he try a history 
of the University. At the time, Morrow was 
just a few months from retirement after 
more than 30 years at the University. But 
he took up the new assignment with relish. 
"I think it's the best job I've had at the 
University," said Morrow of his eight-year 
endeavor in writing the book. "In fact, 
I say that's why it's taken so long to finish 
it — I like the job so much." 
The painstaking task of chronicling 
more than 140 years of institutional 
development was indeed a labor of love. 
Morrow and his research assistants sifted 
through thousands of pages of documents, 
records, letters, transcriptions, photo- 
graphs and more — tucked away in vari- 
ous archives, libraries, vaults and boxes 
across the country. 
Morrow is not the first to tackle a 
history of the University. Three prior 
attempts were made, starting as early as 
1911 and as late as 1950. Morrow credits 
much of his successful effort to the 
University's strong archives, which were 
started in the 1960s. 
"They had the foresight to begin col-   • 
lecting these materials. That's the primary 
reason I was able to complete a history 
and my predecessors weren't — I didn't 
have to forage for basic materials," Mor- 
row said. "They had been assembled in 
the archives on the Hilltop and the Medi- 
cal campuses." 
But Morrow and his assistants didn't 
limit their research to these ready troves. 
While rooting around in the basement of 
Brookings Hall in 1992, research assistant 
James Robertson came across two previ- 
ously unknown tin deed boxes full of 
documents from the University's early 
decades in the mid- 
1800s. 
Prior to that, the 
only known docu- 
ment of the era was 
a letter dated Feb. 2, 
1853, from Mis- 
souri Sen. Wayman 
Crow to William 
Greenleaf Eliot, a 
pastor of the Uni- 
Ralph E. Morrow tarian Church of the 
Messiah in St. Louis. In the letter, Crow 
wrote to tell Eliot that he was proposing a 
charter for an institution to be named Eliot 
Seminary. He asked Eliot, "Please don't 
condemn me for using (this) title — it is a 
rather favorable time to get acts of incor- 
poration." 
So without any concerted planning or 
systematic discussion, the charter was 
granted and the institution now known as 
Washington University was born, Morrow 
explained. The charter provided for the 
appointment of professors, teachers and 
other officials, along with a governing 
framework for the school. A somewhat 
bemused Eliot wrote in his diary, "An 
Eliot Seminary has been chartered ... but 
I know nothing of it." 
The name was short-lived, however. 
The Eliot Seminary of 1853 was changed 
to the Washington Institute of St. Louis in 
1854; the O'Fallon Institute in 1855; and 
finally Washington University in 1856, a 
name that was state-sanctioned in 1857. 
In his search for information, Morrow 
cast a wide net outside the St. Louis area. 
He discovered valuable documentation at 
the Library of Congress and libraries at 
Harvard University and the University of 
Virginia, among other places. At the 
Harvard library, for example, Morrow 
discovered extensive correspondence 
from 1869 to 1909 between Washington 
University officials and a renowned 
progressive president of Harvard. "This 
was very useful," Morrow said. 
At the Library of Congress, Morrow 
found correspondence regarding the reor- 
ganization of the medical school in the 
early 20th century. A 1910 report on 
American medical schools advised Wash- 
ington University officials that "emphasiz- 
ing medicine would really make a name 
for the University." This was welcome 
advice for Robert S. Brookings, president 
of the board of directors, who was looking 
for a way to gain national attention after 
investing millions of dollars into the Uni- 
versity, Morrow explained. 
Covering more recent history, Morrow 
looks at the student unrest of the 1960s 
and the administration's response. The 
book touches on the Danforth era, starting 
in the early 1970s and concluding with 
the appointment of Mark S. Wrighton, 
Ph.D., as chancellor in 1995. Admitting 
he is too close to recent events to provide 
total objective clarity, Morrow said he is 
leaving the definitive telling of the last 
25 years in the hands of future historians. 
As he was writing the book, Morrow 
often faced questions about what approach 
he was taking: Was it an educational his- 
tory? An academic history? Or a social 
history? "What I really came up with was 
an institutional history," he said. "After all, 
the University is an institution, and I did 
pay attention to the elaboration and in- 
creasing complexity of this institution and 
many of its practices and customs." 
The text will be illustrated with photo- 
graphs Morrow helped select with retired 
University photographer Herb Weitman 
and Duane Sneddeker, curator of photo- 
graphs at the Missouri Historical Society. 
Morrow noted that certain themes have 
appeared throughout the University's 
existence. "One of the themes is that our   . 
aspirations have always outrun our means 
and our resources," Morrow said. "Our 
failures have not been failures of leader- 
ship, or vision or imagination, however. 
We have provided an institutional home 
for an immense amount of talent, creativ- 
ity and ability." 
Morrow is looking forward to the scru- 
tiny that comes when one writes an account 
of a beloved institution. He described his 
work as "an institutional memory." 
"Washington University is an institu- 
tion in which generations of people have 
invested much thought and energy and a 
great deal of treasure," he said. "It has 
been a great privilege to write a history of. 
the University." — Neal Learner 
a M Washington University in St. Louis: A History 
A 700-page cloth-bound book by Ralph E. Morrow 
To order: Return this order form to: Missouri Historical Society Museum Shop, 
P.O. Box 11940, St. Louis, MO 63112-0040, or call (314) 361-0024. 
Please send me . copies of "Washington University in St. Louis: A History." 
Enclosed is my check: $69.95 plus $4.50 shipping for the first copy; 
50 cents shipping for each additional copy. 
Make check payable to Missouri Historical Society. 









Books will be mailed by late October if you return the order form by July 12. 
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For The Record 
For The Record contains news about a wide 
variety of faculty, staff and student scholarly 
and professional activities. 
Of note 
Several faculty members and students in 
the Performing Arts Department in Arts 
and Sciences presented a concert in 
Springfield, 111., as part of the Wollan 
Memorial Performing Arts series. The 
faculty performers were: Mary-Jean 
Cowell, Ph.D., associate professor and 
coordinator of the dance program; 
David Marchant, artist-in-residence in 
dance; and Angel Mendez, a gUest 
faculty member in the department. 
Student performers were juniors Hilary 
Highfield, Nicole Roberson and 
Jennifer Weber and seniors Alexander 
Gish, Tam Le and Melissa Weinrieb. 
The works presented included choreog- 
raphy by the faculty, by former faculty 
member Paul Mosley, and by Gish, 
Highfield and Le. ... 
Amy M. Stringer, a graduate student 
in the George Warren Brown School of 
Social Work, has been awarded the 
school's first International Practicum 
Scholarship. Stringer will work this 
summer in India at the Society for 
Promotion of Area Resource Center, a 
large non-governmental organization 
located in Bombay. The organization 
collaborates with poor persons in 
projects designed to achieve social 
justice and equality, including establish- 
ing savings and credit groups for poor 
women. ... 
Jesse L. Wei, a senior biology in Arts 
and Sciences and electrical engineering 
major with a minor in East Asian stud- 
ies in Arts and Sciences, is the recipient 
of the 1996 Harrison Dailey Stalker 
Award in Biology. The award is named 
after the late Harrison D. Stalker, Ph.D., 
who was a professor of biology at Wash- 
ington University for 40 years. It is given 
annually to a graduating senior distin- 
guished for both academic excellence in 
science and for breadth of interests. Wei 
will graduate magna cum laude Friday, 
May 17, and will enroll in a joint M.D./ 
Ph.D. program this fall sponsored by the 
Harvard University School of Medicine 
and the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology. 
Speaking of 
Three undergraduates working on research 
projects in the cosmic ray group in the 
Department of Physics in Arts and Sciences 
presented their results during the annual 
meeting of The American Physical Society 
in Indianapolis. Juniors C.E. Crabtree and 
Jennifer Fues and senior Brian Rauch 
presented posters during a special under- 
graduate symposium. The students work 
with Paul L. Hink, Ph.D., research assis- 
tant professor in physics, who presented 
two papers at the meeting. Clifford M. 
Will, Ph.D., professor and chair of physics, 
presented a talk on gravitational radiation 
and chaired a session on neutron stars. 
Guidelines for submitting copy: 
Send your full name, complete title, 
department, phone number, and highest- 
earned degree, along with a typed descrip- 
tion of your noteworthy activity, to For The 
Record, c/o Michael Slatin, Campus Box 
1070, or p72245ms@wuvmd.wustl.edu. 
Items must not exceed 75 words. For more 
information, call Slatin at (314) 935-6603. 
Students win Fulbright Scholarships 
Seven students have been awarded 
Fulbright Scholarships to study 
abroad during the 1996-97 aca- 
demic year, Michele Shoresman, Ph.D., 
associate director of the Office of Inter- 
national Studies in Arts and Sciences, 
has announced. In addition, three gradu- 
ate students have received a scholarship 
from the German Academic Exchange 
Service (DAAD). 
Fulbright Scholarships pay travel 
expenses and a stipend to about 1,800 
college students and,faculty each year, 
allowing them to spend an academic 
year studying or conducting research in 
another country. DAAD provides a 
stipend, round-trip air travel to Ger- 
many, tuition and a fee waiver at a host 
German university, along with a small 
allowance for books and possible lan- 
guage study at a Goethe Institute. 
Four graduating seniors and three 
graduate students, all enrolled in Arts 
and Sciences, have won Fulbright Schol- 
arships. The seniors, along with their 
fields and locations of study, are: Micah 
L. Auerback, Japanese, Japan; Jeffrey 
Goodman, French and psychology, 
France; Karlton A. Gruendel, East Asian 
studies and economics, Japan; and 
Amanda Mullgardt, German and an- 
thropology, Germany. 
The graduate students and their 
fields and study locations are: Ethan 
Shaskan Bumas, comparative literature, 
Chile; Hong-Ming Liang, history, 
Taiwan and the People's Republic of 
China; and Mary S. Rodena, German 
language and literature, Germany. 
Bumas also received another honor. 
His recent book, "The Price of Tea in 
China," has been named a finalist in the 
fiction category for the 1996 Literary 
Awards presented by Pen Center USA 
West of Los Angeles. 
The DAAD recipients are: Cathy L. 
Cox, a master's degree candidate, music, 
and doctoral candidates Anne Hecox, 
English, and Richard E. Langston, 
German language and literature. 
The deadline for the 1997-98 
Fulbright Scholarships for graduate 
study abroad is Sept. 20, while the 
deadline for the 1997-98 Fulbright 
Scholar Awards for American faculty 
and professionals is Aug. 1. For more 
information, call Shoresman at (314) 
935-5958. 
Seniors to be recognized at Eliot convocation 
Nearly 600 seniors are scheduled to be 
recognized during the 41st annual 
Eliot Honors Convocation slated for 
11 a.m. Thursday, May 16, in the Field 
House. 
The convocation honors students 
whose achievements in scholarship and 
service to Washington University have 
been recognized by honors organizations 
and by the academic divisions of the 
University. The ceremony is dedicated 
to the memory of the Rev. William 
Greenleaf Eliot, who inspired the found- 
ing of Washington University and was 
chancellor for many years. 
Burton M. Wheeler, Ph.D., professor 
of English and of religious studies in Arts 
and Sciences, will speak on "Looking 
Backward, Thinking Forward" during the 
convocation. Wheeler is grand marshal of 
Commencement. 
Recipients of the Ethan A.H. Shepley, 
W. Alfred Hayes and A. Gwendolyn 
Drew awards will receive framed certifi- 
cates at the ceremony. 
The Ethan A.H. Shepley Award is 
presented in recognition of leadership, 
scholarship and service to the campus 
community. The recipients are Jean A. 
Aukerman, Phillip T. Chazen, William 
B. Johnson, Allen H. Mattison, Elsa L. 
Wentling and Alka T. Woods. 
The W Alfred Hayes Award is pre- 
sented in honor of student-athletes who, 
by personal example, have provided 
constructive leadership at the University. 
The award-winning students are Kevin J. 
Folkl and Timothy G. Spiker. 
The A. Gwendolyn Drew Award is 
presented in honor of students with 
superior academic standing who have 
contributed positively to varsity athlet- 
ics. The honorees are Dane A. Glueck 
and Shelley R. Swan. 
Social work school presents 
awards for exceptional service 
Each graduate student in the George 
Warren Brown School of Social Work 
is required to spend more than 1,000 
hours in field education projects at com- 
munity organizations, health centers and 
other local agencies of their choosing. 
During the school's Friday, May 17, 
Commencement ceremony, six social 
work graduates will be honored with the 
1995-96 Dr. Clara Louise Myers Out- 
standing Practicum Student Award. In 
addition, another student will receive the 
Shirlee Fink Kahn Award for exemplary 
volunteer service to the St. Louis com- 
munity. 
Cathy Blair is the recipient of the 
Kahn Award, which is presented annually 
to a graduating student who has provided 
exceptional volunteer service beyond 
what's normally required. Blair earned 
the award for her work with several local 
charitable groups, including an emer- 
gency shelter at The Women's Center and 
a program for battered women offered by 
A.W.A.R.E. (Assisting Women with 
Advocacy, Resources and Education). 
The Dr. Clara Louise Myers Outstand- 
ing Practicum Student Award is given to 
a student in each of the school's five 
major areas of academic concentration. 
The sixth practicum award goes to a 
student who has designed an individual- 
ized practicum project to meet personal 
education and career objectives. 
The winners, along with their areas of 
concentration, are: 
Wendy Fishman, gerontology, for her 
work with senior citizens in an adult day- 
care center operated by the Jewish Com- 
munity Centers Association of St. Louis. 
Fishman worked with clients of the day- 
care center and their caregivers on several 
activities, including a popular inter-gen- 
erational program that allowed seniors to 
interact with children between the ages of 
2 and 3. 
Cheryl Grant, mental health, for a 
series of field projects in St. Louis-area 
mental health centers. As an outpatient 
clinician at MetroCentre For Life Man- 
agement in Granite City, 111., she devel- 
oped treatment plans for clients and co- 
facilitated a therapy group for women 
survivors of incest and sexual abuse. At 
the Veterans Administration Medical 
Center in St. Louis, she provided coun- 
seling and companionship to suffering 
individuals, 
Lindsay A. Irons, social and eco- 
nomic development, for his work at the 
East-West Gateway Coordinating Coun- 
cil of St. Louis. He researched and wrote 
proposals to support the development of 
"Bridges To Work," a pilot program 
designed to link poor, inner-city resi- 
dents with jobs in suburban St. Louis. 
He surveyed city residents to assess 
transportation needs and polled county 
business owners on their willingness to 
provide jobs. 
Donielle R. Larson, health, for her 
work at St. Elizabeth's Hospital's physi- 
cal rehabilitation unit during the summer 
and fall of 1995. Larson was cited for her 
exhaustive efforts to explore and negoti- 
ate services for patients, including the 
handling of difficult patient/family 
discharge situations. The hospital is 
located in Belleville, 111. 
Gregory B. Rideout, children and 
youth, for a project with the Family 
Court of St. Louis County. As a depu- 
tized citizen juvenile officer, Rideout 
was cited for his efforts as a family 
counselor, case manager and probation 
officer for young clients in the court 
system. Some of these individuals were 
designated as chronic and serious offend- 
ers. Rideout also was honored for his 
extensive efforts to provide personal, 
after-hours assistance to clients in need. 
Sara A. Sanders, individualized 
concentration, for her work with the 
St. John's Mercy Medical Center and the 
Saint Louis University Health Sciences 
Center. Through her work with geriatric 
psychiatry outpatients and their families, 
Sanders evaluated new patients, com- 
pleted psychosocial histories and 
planned treatment. 
Two biology graduates win 1996 Spector Prize 
Two graduating seniors in the Depart- 
ment of Biology in Arts and Sciences 
have been named recipients of the Marian 
Smith Spector Prize in Biology for 1996. 
The winners are Beth A. Kozel and 
Karla R. Petersen. Their work was judged 
the best among research done by 22 hon- 
ors biology graduates. Along with other 
honors students, Kozel and Petersen are 
to be recognized at the department's 
Wednesday, May 15, reception in Rooms 
361-362 McDonnell Hall. . 
The Spector Prize, which began in 
1974, is an annual award for academic 
excellence and outstanding undergradu- 
ate achievement. It was established in 
memory of Marian Spector, a 1938 
graduate of Washington University. 
Spector studied zoology under Viktor 
Hamburger, Ph.D., now the Edward 
Mallinckrodt Distinguished Professor 
Emeritus of biology in Arts and 
Sciences. Spector participated in 
Hamburger's highly acclaimed research 
in embryology. 
Kozel worked in the laboratory of 
Kathryn G. Miller, Ph.D., assistant pro- 
fessor of biology. The student's project 
was titled "Molecular and Genetic Stud- 
ies of the 95F Unconventional Myosin." 
Kozel's studies provide information 
about the specific function of one of the 
members of this large family, helping 
refine ideas about the normal role of 
myosins in cell function. Her research 
will be part of an article on the effect of 
95F myosin that will be submitted to a 
scholarly journal in the near future. 
Kozel will continue her research in 
June when she enters the School of 
Medicine's Medical Scientist Training 
Program. 
Petersen worked in the laboratory of 
Jeanne M. Nerbonne, Ph.D., associate 
professor of molecular biology and 
pharmacology. Petersen's project was 
titled "Voltage-gated Potassium Chan- 
nel Current Properties Are Markedly 
Altered by Expression Environment." 
In this work, she expressed several 
different potassium channels, mol- 
ecules important in generating electri- 
cal currents in heart cells, in several 
cell types that can be studied by electro- 
physiology. 
Petersen's observations support the 
idea that one of the two channels is 
likely to be the key channel underlying 
a key portion of the electrophysiology 
of the heart cells. Her work is being 
submitted for publication to the Ameri- 
can Journal of Physiology. Petersen 
plans to attend graduate school at the 
University of California, San Francisco, 
to continue her training as a neuro- 
scientist. 
Architecture school presents several honors 
Erik G L'Heureux and John S. Poelker 
won first prize in the School of 
Architecture's James Walter Fitzgibbon 
Sketch Problem. 
This year's 12-hour contest asked 
students to design a boathouse for Forest 
Park. Wilkie W. Kwoh received second 
prize. 
All three architecture majors will 
receive bachelor's degrees during Com- 
mencement on Friday, May 17. 
Honorable mentions went to graduat- 
ing senior Ying-Chou Liu and graduate 
student Tiffany Wu, who worked as a 
team, and graduate student David 
Mendleson. 
. In addition, C. Daniel Adams Jr. won 
the school's 1996 Steedman II Competi- 
tion for his portfolio and proposal to 
study rehabilitated buildings in Europe 
this summer. 
He will receive a $3,500 grant. Eliza- 
beth Roberts was selected as the alternate. 
Both students will receive master's de- 
grees in architecture during Commence- 
ment. 
Calendar May 16-June 15 
Exhibitions 
"Currents 66." Paintings and collages by 
Michael Byron, visiting artist in the 
School of Art. Through May 19. Gallery 
337, Saint Louis Art Museum. 721-0072. 
"B.F.A. Show." Through May 19. 
Gallery of Art, Steinberg Hall. Hours: 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays; 1-5 p.m. week- 
ends. 935-4761. 
"The Stanley Elkin Show." Through 
May 31. Special Collections, Olin Library, 
Level Five. Hours: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. week- 
days. 935-5495. 
"Art to Enchant: Illustrators and 
Shakespeare." Exhibition runs from 
June 3 to Aug. 30. Special Collections, 
Olin Library, Level Five. Hours: 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays. 935-5495. 
Lectures 
Thursday, May 16 
9:30 a.m. Medicine lecture. The Michael 
and Irene Karl Lecture. "Reforms in 
Medical Education: Lessons From the 
Real World," Jordan J. Cohen, clinical 
prof, of medicine, Georgetown U. School 
of Medicine, and president, Association 
of American Medical Colleges. Clopton 
Aud., 4950 Children's Place. 362-8065. 
11 a.m. Pathobiology lecture. The 
Lucille P. Markey Special Emphasis 
Pathway in Human Pathobiology Lecture. 
"Genetics of Multiple Endocrine Neopla- 
sia Type 1," Catharina Larsson, assoc. 
prof, of molecular medicine, The 
Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, Sweden. 
Children's Hospital of St. Louis Aud., 
third floor. 362-3364. 
Friday, May 17 
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. "Out- 
comes of New Recommendations for Child 
Health Supervision: 'Bright Futures' or 'Dim 
Prospects,'" Robert A. Hoeckelman, visiting 
prof, of pediatrics; assoc. dean of planning, 
U. of Rochester School of Medicine and 
Dentistry; and prof, of pediatrics and nursing, 
U. of Rochester, New York. Clopton Aud., 
4950 Children's Place. 454-6128. 
Noon. Cell biology and physiology semi- 
nar. "Cell Migration and Axon Outgrowth 
in Early Cortical Development," Alan L. 
Pearlman, prof, of cell biology and physiol- 
ogy and of neurology and neurological 
surgery. Room 426 McDonnell Medical 
Sciences Bldgr-362-6950. 
Monday, May 20 
4 p.m. Immunology seminar. "Selective 
Differentiation of CD4 T cells," Kim 
Bottomry, prof, of biology and of immunol- 
ogy, Yale U. Eric P. Newman Education 
Center Aud. 362-8740. 
Wednesday, May 22 
6:30 a.m. Anesthesiology Grand Rounds. 
Topic to be announced. Ralph V dayman, 
prof, of radiology and of urologic surgery. 
Wohl Hospital Bldg. Aud., 4960 Children's' 
Place. 362-6978. 
8 a.m. Obstetrics and Gynecology Grand 
Rounds. "Hypothalamic Amenorrhea," 
Valerie Ratts, instructor of obstetrics and 
gynecology. Clopton Aud., 4950 Children's 
Place. 454-7886. 
Thursday, May 23 
4 p.m. Pathology lecture. The Paul E. Lacy 
Lecture. "New Regulatory Mechanisms of 
Angiogenesis," Judah Folkman, the Julia 
Dyckman Andrus Professor of Pediatric 
Surgery, Harvard Medical School. Eric P. 
Newman Education Center Aud. 
Friday, May 24 
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. "The 
Old and New of Renal Transplantation," 
Barbara R. Cole, assoc. prof, of pediatrics 
and director, Division of Pediatric Nephrol- 
ogy. Clopton Aud., 4950 Children's Place. 
454-6128. 
Noon. Cell biology and physiology semi- 
nar. "Na,K-ATPase: Isoforms and Cation 
and Cardiac Glycoside Binding Sites," Jerry 
B. Lingrel, Dept. of Molecular Genetics, 
Biochemistry and Microbiology, U. of 
Cincinnati. Room 426 McDonnell Medical 
Sciences Bldg. 362-6924. 
Tuesday, May 28 
7 p.m. Midlife Women's Fan Club semi- 
nar/discussion. "Soothing Savage Meno- 
pause with Herbs and Other Approaches," 
Diane Born-Brennan, registered nurse, BJC 
Health System. Private dining room, Barnes 
West County Hospital, 12634 Olive Blvd. 
362-6667. 
Wednesday, May 29 
6:30 a.m. Anesthesiology Grand Rounds. 
Topic to be announced. Steven Strasberg, 
prof, of surgery. Wohl Hospital Bldg. Aud., 
4960 Children's Place. 362-6978. 
Thursday, May 30 
4 p.m. Immunology seminar. "The Mo- 
lecular Basis of Cellular Response by 
Cytokines," Tadatsugu Taniguchi, prof, of 
immunology, U. of Tokyo. Eric P. Newman 
Education Center Aud. 362-8740. 
Friday, May 31 
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. 
"Molecular Diagnostics in Clinical Genet- 
ics: Cancer to Catch-22," Michael S. 
Watson, asst. prof, of genetics, assoc. prof, 
of pediatrics and director, Cytogenetics 
Laboratory, and Barbara A. Zehnbauer, 
research assoc. prof, of pathology and of 
pediatrics and director, Moleeular Diagnos- 
tic Laboratory. Clopton Aud., 4950 
Children's Place. 454-6128. 
Wednesday, June 5 
6:30 a.m. Anesthesiology Grand Rounds. 
Topic to be announced. Thomas E. Saak, 
chief resident in anesthesiology. Wohl 
Hospital Bldg. Aud., 4960 Children's Place. 
362-6978. 
Miscellany 
Thursday, May 16 
3:30-5 p.m. Book signing. William H. 
Gass, the David May Distinguished Univer- 
sity Professor in the Humanities and direc- 
tor of the International Writers Center, and 
Lorin Cuoco, assoc. director of the writers 
center, will sign the book "The Writer in 
Politics." Campus Bookstore, Mallinckrodt 
Center. 935-5500. 
Friday, May 17 
7:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Continuing Medical 
Education conference. "Alzheimer's Dis- 
ease and Driving." Continues 
8 a.m.-noon May 18. Eric P. Newman Edu- 
cation Center. To register, call 362-6893. 
Monday, May 20 
7-10 p.m. Continuing Medical Education 
conference. "Internal Medicine Review." 
The topic is renal. Steinberg Amphitheater, 
The Jewish Hospital of St. Louis. To register, 
call 362-6893. 
Wednesday, May 22 
7:30 p.m. Book signing. William H. Gass, 
the David May Distinguished University 
Professor in the Humanities and director of 
the International Writers Center, and Lorin 
Cuoco, assoc. director of the writers center, 
will sign the book "The Writer in Politics." 
Left Bank Books, 399 N. Euclid Ave. 
367-6731. 
Friday, May 31 
Summer School registration deadline for 
Sessions II and III. Your mailed or faxed 
registration for the Arts and Sciences 1996 
Summer Sessions II and III (both starting 
June 10) must be received by May 31, or you 
may register in person through June 5 with 
an applicable late charge. For more info., 
call 935-6777. Fax: 935-4847. 
Sunday, June 9 
4 p.m. American Civil Liberties Union 
lecture/discussion. "Are the Chips Down for 
Free Speech?" Eric Mink, TV critic for the 
New York Daily News and former critic for 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, will lead a dis- 
cussion on the V-chip rating system and 
government involvement in program content. 
Cost: $ 10. Steinberg Hall Aud. 361-2111. 
Wednesday, June 12 
Fourth International Conference on Com- 
putational Biology. "Intelligent Systems for 
Molecular Biology '96." The conference will 
disseminate the latest developments in com- 
putational molecular biology and biophysics. 
It also is designed to stimulate work on the 
application of intelligent computational 
systems to problems in molecular biology. 
Through June 15. School of Medicine. For 
more info., copies of original papers to be 
discussed, or to register, call 362-2134. 
Full course of cultural treats on 1996-97 'OVATIONS!' menu 
Rich a cappella harmonies, thought- 
provoking drama, exuberant dance 
and mesmerizing instrumentals are 
some of the diverse offerings in Edison 
Theatre's 1996-97 "OVATIONS!" series. 
True to its 24-year history as a pre- 
senter of world-class performing arts 
events, "OVATIONS!" and "ovations! for 
young people" next season will serve up a 
full course of cultural treats. 
Evy Warshawski, Edison's managing 
director, is excited about the upcoming 
season, which she said will offer some- 
thing for everyone. "We're going to have 
so much fun next season," Warshawski 
said. "We will have groups new to Edison 
Theatre and St. Louis, and we're bringing 
back some favorites from the past." 
Edison will have some assistance in 
presenting the nearly 15 performing arts 
groups next season in the form of a grant 
from the National Endowment for the 
Arts, Warshawski said. The $5,000 grant 
will be matched by Edison and is ear- 
marked for arts programming. 
"Our peers in the field really respect 
and applaud what we're doing here," 
Warshawski said of the grant. 
The season kicks off Sept. 20 with the 
a cappella group The Nylons in its Edison 
premiere. This performance opens with 
the University's renowned harmony group 
The Pikers. A cappella aficionados are in 
for more treats next season with the 
return of the world-music vocal group 
Zap Mama in March 1997. The inspiring, 
socially conscious Sweet Honey In The 
The Nylons will kick off Edison Theatre's 1996-97 "OVATIONS!" series. 
Rock will perform in April 1997 at Powell 
Symphony Hall. 
Drama and theater buffs will encounter 
in September the rich personalities of New 
York City through Danny Hoch's one-man, 
11 -character tour de force "Some People." 
They will find themselves swept up in 
laughter in October as the Bible is pared 
down to its bare essentials by the irreverent 
performers of The Reduced Shakespeare 
Company. In February 1997, audiences 
will discover a new side of Shakespeare as 
actress Jane Lapotaire revisits her distin- 
guished career with anecdotes and experi- 
ences from the great bard's feminine side. 
In April 1997, the pulse of urban life 
comes alive with readings by the avant- 
garde, hip-hop '90s beat philosophers of 
the Nuyorican Poets Cafe Live! 
Dance lovers may experience the best 
of the modern dance movement when 
Doug Varone and Dancers take the stage 
in October. Audiences will be warmed in 
January 1997 by the elegance and grace 
of the Merce Cunningham Dance Com- 
pany and left breathless in March 1997 by 
the death- and gravity-defying leaps and 
tumbles of dancers in Streb/Ringside's 
show "POPACTION." 
World-famous tenor banjo player Mick 
Moloney will gather some friends in Octo- 
ber for an evening of Irish jigs, hornpipes, 
songs and more to delight the entire family. 
Mandolinist extraordinaire David Grisman 
and his quintet will heat up the night in 
February 1997 with a performance of fiery, 
foot-stomping music. In a second perfor- 
mance, Grisman will be joined by clarinet- 
ist Andy Statman for an evening of music 
that draws on influences from the Ukraine's 
Kiev to Kentucky. In another collaboration, 
musical genres will mesh to create new 
aural life when the nation's pre-eminent 
chamber jazz group String Trio of New 
York and the renowned rock-influenced 
new music ensemble Bang On A Can All- 
Stars join forces in March 1997. 
The following will be part of the "ova- 
tions! for young people" series: The Ny- 
lons, Mick Moloney, String Trio of New 
York, and Bang On A Can All-Stars. 
This season features a growing number 
of events that are co-sponsored with other 
St. Louis performing arts organizations, 
Warshawski noted. These collaborations 
help Edison continue to present world- 
class performers, she said. They also 
enlarge constituencies of both groups and 
draw more people into arts programming 
at Edison and in St. Louis. 
The program is subject to change. For a 
season brochure and ticket information, 
call (314) 935-6543.       — Neal Learner 
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Class of 1996 recalls 
the 'Debate of 1992' 
Four years ago, George Bush, Bill 
Clinton and Ross Perot squared off in 
the first nationally televised three- 
person presidential debate, which 
was held at Washington University. 
The University now is preparing to 
host the first 1996 presidential debate 
on Sept. 25. Several members of the 
Class of 1996 share their memories of 
the historic 1992 debate: 
WASHINGTON 
UNIVERSITY 
IN ST. LOUIS 
Ptassuam/iL Vauam 
THE FIRST DEBATE 
********** 
SEPTEMBER 25,1996 
On the day of the debate, I got ice for 
the panel of moderators and got extra 
chairs when 
people needed 
them. A Secret 
Service agent 
wanted a cup of 
coffee. He said if 
I got him one, he'd 
let me in. I re- 
member him 
saying, 'It better 
be hot.' I knew 
where the NBC coffee was, so I ran 
down there and sprinted back with a cup 
of flaming-hot coffee. I almost ran over 
Tom Brokaw. I saw the debate from right 
down center aisle. When it was over, 
I shook hands with Gov. Clinton and 
Hillary Clinton." 
Advice for incoming freshmen: "Take 
political science classes so you can 
follow what's going on, and try to volun- 
teer for any of the different opportunities 
to help out." 
Allen Mattison ofBelmont, Mass. 
Major: political science in 
Arts and Sciences 
1 hey drew tickets out of a pool. I got a 
ticket, and I was one of seven students 
who got to sit on 
the ground floor. 
It was so random. 
My mother said it 
was a once-in-a- 
lifetime opportu- 
nity. I sat near 
Ann Richards and 
could see James 
Baker. When 
I went to leave, 
because of where the exits were, 
I walked out with Tom Brokaw. I remem- 
ber thinking, 'God forbid he ask me 
anything about the debate.' I'm not that 
political; I'm a psychology and English 
major." 
Jennifer Sobol of Great Neck, N. Y. 
Major: psychology and English in Arts 
and Sciences 
I helped out with the Clinton rally near 
the MUNY and watched the debate on a 
big-screen TV. It 
was great to talk 
to people in- 
volved in the 
campaign for a 
living." 
Debate ad- 
vice: "I encour- 
age the students 
to become in- 
volved in the 
debates as students, not just as gofers. 
The student body should seek media 
attention and unite over issues that 
affect students — such as financial aid, 
affirmative action and diversity on 
campuses — in order to shift the focus 
at the debates to these issues." 
Corey Shapiro of Orange, Conn. 
Major: English in Arts and Sciences 
1 was working in the Athletic Complex 
for work-study, so I said I wouldn't mind 
helping to set up 
1 for the debate. 
I helped to seat 
people and got 
extra chairs. I was 
in the back, but 
I'm 6-foot-8, so I 
had a decent view. 
I got to get within 
15 or 20 feet of 
all three of the 
candidates when they were leaving." 
Kevin Folkl of St. Louis 
Major: finance and management 
Ty Keough to serve as torchbearer-/ra™page/ 
bearer on the Hilltop Campus is 
Ty Keough, WU's men's soccer coach. 
Keough was selected as a torchbearer 
because he is a former Olympian — a 
member of the 1980 U.S. Olympic soccer 
team. (Keough was unable to participate in 
the 1980 Olympics because of the United 
States' boycott of the Moscow Games.) 
Keough will carry the torch from 
Forest Park along Brookings Drive at 
5 p.m. and then climb the steps of 
Brookings Hall. He will jog through the 
center of campus and carry the torch to 
Francis Field. A 15-minute break and a 
short ceremony honoring the torch's visit 
to the site of the Third Olympiad Games 
will precede its departure into Clayton. 
"It is an honor and privilege to carry 
the torch, especially on the grounds of the 
1904 Olympic Games," Keough said. 
"This certainly will be one of the more 
memorable events of my life." 
Nationwide, each torchbearer is carry- 
ing the flame about one kilometer, ac- 
companied by a Coca-Cola escort runner. 
Traveling with the flame is a caravan of 
vehicles carrying volunteers and staff 
from the Atlanta Committee for the Olym- 
pic Games. 
A total of 10,000 torchbearers are 
participating in the 42-state relay route 
that kicked off April 27 in Los Angeles, 
the site of the last Olympic Games held in 
the United States. In addition to the 2,500 
runners selected through Coca-Cola, there 
are 7,500 Community Heroes (chosen by 
the United Way), Olympians and friends 
of the Olympic family carrying the torch. 
The 84-day relay concludes July 19 in 
Atlanta when the torchbearer enters 
Olympic Stadium and lights a 135-foot-' 
tall Olympic cauldron. Joan Dillon, J.D., a 
1963 graduate of the John M. Olin School 
of Business and a 1966 School of Law 
graduate, will take part in the Atlanta leg 
of the Torch Relay. 
For more information, call (314) 935- 
4705 or (314) 935-5220.       — Mike Wolf 
Receptions follow Commencement -fmmpagei 
nations. She won a Tony for "The Great 
White Hope" and an Emmy for "Playing 
for Time." 
Chancellor Wrighton, assisted by 
members of the Board of Trustees, then 
will confer the honorary degrees. 
Next, William Bruce Johnson, senior 
class president, will give the student 
Commencement greeting. 
Chancellor Wrighton then will present 
the academic degrees, assisted by Edward 
S. Macias, Ph.D., executive vice chancel- 
lor and dean of Arts and Sciences. After 
this, Chancellor Wrighton will deliver his 
message to the Class of 1996. 
Michael Pierre Oriatti, a graduate 
student in music, will conclude the cer- 
emony by singing the "Alma Mater." 
Following the ceremony, the various 
schools will hold receptions. (See the 
schedule of activities titled "Commence- 
ment Week " on this page for the times and 
locations of the receptions.) 
— Neal Learner 
135th Commencement — Order of Exercises 
8:30 a.m. Friday, May 17, Brookings Quadrangle 
Academic Procession 
The audience will please remain seated while the academic procession enters 
Brookings Quadrangle. 
The Mighty Mississippi Concert Band of St. Louis 
Directed by Dan Presgrave, director of instrumental ensembles and lecturer in music 
"America the Beautiful" 
Jeanenne Lambert, graduate student in music 
Remarks 
William H. Danforth, chairman of the Board of Trustees 
Commencement Address 
Jane Alexander, chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts 
Conferral of Honorary Degrees 
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton, Ph.D. 
Assisted by members of the Board of Trustees 
Honorary degree recipients: Jane Alexander, Charles F. Knight, James E. Darnell Jr., 
M.D., and Chia-Wei Woo, Ph.D. 
(See story on page 1 for more information about the honorary degree recipients.) 
Remarks 
William Bruce Johnson, senior class president 
Conferral of Academic Degrees 
Chancellor Wrighton 
Assisted by Edward S. Macias, Ph.D., executive vice chancellor and dean of Arts 
and Sciences 
The Chancellor's Message to the 1996 Graduates 
"Alma Mater" 
Michael Pierre Oriatti, graduate student in music 
Recession 
The audience will please remain seated until the recession has left the quadrangle. 
Commencement Week 
The following are activities scheduled during Commencement Week, which runs 
through May 17. For information, call the Commencement Hotline at (314) 935-4355. 
Thursday, May 16 
11 a.m. Eliot Honors Convocation. For honors students, family and friends. 
Field House, Athletic Complex. 
2 p.m. School of Engineering and Applied Science recognition ceremony for 
undergraduates. Field House, Athletic Complex. Reception follows in 
Lopata Hall Gallery. 
4:30 p.m. College of Arts and Sciences recognition ceremony. Field House, 
Athletic Complex. 
8 p.m. School of Art recognition ceremony. Graham Chapel. 
Friday, May 17 — 135th Commencement 
8 a.m. Degree candidates assemble. 
8:30 a.m. Commencement ceremony begins in Brookings Quadrangle. (See the 
Commencement ceremony schedule at the top of this page.) 
The following programs begin immediately following the 
Commencement ceremony: 
College of Arts and Sciences 
Diploma distribution and reception near the southeast corner of Olin Library 
(outside); rain location: Women's Bldg. dance studio. 
University College 
Diploma distribution and reception in the Women's Bldg. Lounge. 
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences 
Hooding and recognition ceremony in Edison Theatre; reception immediately follow- 
ing in The Gallery and The Gargoyle, Mallinckrodt Center, lower level. 
School of Engineering and Applied Science 
Diploma distribution in Room 324 Lopata Hall; reception in Lopata Gallery and 
Lopata Plaza between Jolley and Cupples II halls. 
School of Architecture 
Diploma ceremony on the front lawn of Givens Hall; rain location: Steinberg Hall 
Aud. Reception immediately following in Givens Hall. 
John M. Olin School of Business 
Diploma ceremony in the Field House, Athletic Complex; reception immediately 
following in Simon Hall. 
School of Art 
Diploma distribution and reception on Steinberg Hall terrace; rain location: 
Gallery of Art, Steinberg Hall. 
George Warren Brown School of Social Work 
Diploma ceremony in Graham Chapel. Reception immediately following on the east 
lawn of Brown Hall; rain location: Brown Hall Lounge. 
Program in Occupational Therapy 
Reception in Holmes Lounge, Ridgley Hall; diploma ceremony immediately follow- 
ing in Graham Chapel. 
The following programs begin at noon: 
School of Law 
Diploma ceremony in Brookings Quadrangle; rain location: Field House, 
Athletic Complex. Reception immediately following in Mudd Law Bldg. 
Health Administration Program 
Diploma ceremony in Moore Aud.; reception immediately following in the M. Kenton 
King Faculty Center, The Bernard Becker Medical Library. 
The following program begins at 2:30 p.m.: 
School of Medicine 
The Senior Program in the Field House, Athletic Complex. 
